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ARCHITECTS AND HOUSING 


HOSE who heard or have read a report of Mr. Lewis 
Silkin’s opening speech at the “Building Now” 


Exhibition at the R.1.B.A. (it will be found on page 375 of 


this issue) may feel that Mr. Silkin’s confidence in the 
urchitects of to-day is far from complete. He appears to 
‘e one of those who regard the profession of the architect 
and that of the town planner as distinct, whereas there 
s a widely held opinion that the tendency to treat these 
aspects of the planning art as separate things is both un- 
fortunate and misleading. The fact that England’s first 
town planner, Christopher Wren, was also its greatest 
architect, and that his work has shown how indivisible are 
the two things, lends credence to this conviction. 

There may thus be some minor departmental prejudice 
colouring the general tone of a speech which we feel may 
mislead popular opinion if not promptly challenged, par- 
ticularly as the printed word often carries a severity which 
the more friendly tone of the spoken word did not convey, 
and was, perhaps, not intended to be conveyed. Owen 
Wister’s “‘ When you say that—Smile !’’ expresses exactly 
the essential difference between word and intent. 

What exactly do we mean by the term “ architect ” to- 

iy? An Act of Parliament has simplified the short 
answer. It is one whose name is inscribed on the Statutory 
Register, and in a few years’ time that will also be a com- 
pletely satisfactory answer, so far as anything of human 
arrangement can be completely satisfactory. It will 
convey the fact that the man has been sufficiently trained 
to be able to pass a severe test of competence, and that by 
inference he can be entrusted with the architectural task. 

Unfortunately, at the early stages of the operation of the 

Act, the Register includes the names of those who have had 
10 such training, and who would be unable to pass such a 
test as the Act demands from fresh entrants, and the 
name of “architect” thus remains temporarily ambiguous. 
Those who are knowledgeable are inclined at present to 
demand some further test of competence, and they look 
among the ranks of the learned societies for proof that the 
man is what he professes to be. 

Here the evidence is more convincing although still not 
lecisive. But at any rate a very large measure of con- 
fidence can be entertained in such qualifications, and it is 
only fair to think of men so equipped when discussing the 

apabilities of architects of to-day. We wonder whether 
¥ r. Silkin had such men in mind when delivering his friendly 
strictures, or whether he had in mind any man self-styled 
‘an architect.” One remark in his speech suggests that 

‘was not very clear upon this point in his own mind. 
This was a mere interpolation, but one involving a very 
fundamental matter. Speaking of local authority housing 

said : “I suppose in the majority of cases these houses 
have been erected by architects.” He then continued with 
some disparaging remarks about their design and, par- 
ticularly, about their monotony. 

Now it should be possible for a Minister of the Crown to 
have aecess to records which will show where the respon- 
sibility for housing schemes between the wars really rests, 
but it would appear that Mr. Silkin made his assumption 
without any such research. He was referring to an age in 








our history of which we are not proud, and of which 
posterity will have many hard things to say to our discredit. 
We were not willing to pay for the right things, and so we 
have been forced to pay in more precious currency. Just as 
we would not pay for the arms with which to support inter- 
national justice, so were we unwilling to pay for the skill 
with which to create social amenity. 

To save a fraction of a penny on the rates, the average 
local authority between the wars ignored the skill of trained 
architects and employed any member of their staffs able 
to use a ruling pen for repeat plans of Ministry types. In 
those days such men were entitled in law to style themselves 

‘architects,’ and if Mr. Silkin included such men in his 
mind as he made the relevant remark, we cannot challenge 
his facts. But we do suggest that to use the term 
“architect ” in such a way in these more enlightened times 
is most misleading, and conveys an unjustified aspersion 
upon the profession. 

More serious even than this mere loose use of terms is a 
feeling that Mr. Silkin himself has not a clear picture in his 
mind of the capabilities of the men who can rightly claim to 
be architects in the truest meaning of the word. If he were, 
he would have made it clearer that the low standards of 
design which persisted during the period we are discussing 
arose, not because architectural skill was lacking but 
because that skill was not engaged. Had he made that 
point clear he would have been doing a public service, 
because we are approaching a time when the calls for 
retrenchment will again become insistent, presenting the 
local authorities once more with the temptation to treat 
skill as a luxury which the country must forgo. To 
revert to the bad old ways in such a connection would be 
little short of a tragedy, and a shameful breach of trust to 
those who have offered their lives for a better world. 

The new housing programme has started on the right 
lines because the architectural profession has been very 
fully engaged, and when the first fruits are apparent the 
general level of quality in design and siting will certainly be 
found to transcend that of previous efforts. That improved 
standard must be maintained if we are to finish the job in 
the right way, and it will be done only if we are careful in 
our use of the term “‘ architect’ and make the fullest use 
of the abundant talent that is available. 

We have a right to demand the fullest support from the 
Ministers of the Crown, and if they are not willing to give 
that support, we fail to see where they can seek for the 
means to implement the idealistic plans which thev profess. 
If Mr. Silkin has some vague idea that there is a profession 
called “ Town Planning” which is divorced from that of 
architecture, he is under a serious misapprehension, from 
which he would gain enlightenment from the Town Plan- 
ning Institute itself, which would not exist without its 
architects. 

Perhaps the Minister of Health will have something to 
say to restore the confidence in architects which the public 
has been rapidly acquiring, but which must be shaken when 
matters are put in such a way in high places. No doubt, 
Mr. Silkin himself had no intention of creating a false 
impression, and may yet find occasion to put matters right. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


R.1.B.A, Members Starting in Practice. 

Tue R.1.B.A. Counc recently set up 
an ad hoc joint committee to ‘“‘ investigate 
methods of improving facilities for young 
architects to start in practice.’’ The com- 
mittee consists of representatives of the 
Board of Architectural Education (Mr. 
A. B. Knapp-Fisher and Mr. R. B. Craze), 
the Practice Committee (Mr. Joseph Hill 
and Mr. J. R. Edwards), and the Salaried 
Members’ Committee (Mr. P. K. Hanton 
and Mr. Colin T. Penn). The chairman 
is Mr. Colin T. Penn. 





Release of Students of Architecture. 

Tre Demobilisation Committee of the 
R.1.B.A. has had under constant review 
the release from the Forces of those whose 
training was interrupted by war service. 
immediately after the cessation of hostili- 
ties the matter was discussed with repre- 
sentatives of the Ministry of Works and 
the Ministry of Labour and National Ser- 
vice. In December, 1945, proposals were 
submitted for the accelerated release of a 
large number of such students in order 
that they might resume their. training at 
the beginning of the 1946/1947 session, 
and in January, 1946, the Ministry of 
Works strongly supported a proposal that 
the first batch of students should be ear- 


marked for such release. Subsequently, 
however, the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service decided that Class A 


releases would probably include a number 
of such students and that as these releases 
were rapidly increasing the position might 
shortly be that there would be very few 
remaining in the Forces for whom any 
special consideration would be justified. 

The Demobilisation Committee have de- 
cided, however, to press for a more system- 
atic release of students whose training was 
interrupted in order that they may more 
readily be absorbed into the schools who 
are anxious to make immediate provision 
for their admission in September or Octo- 
ber next. In order, therefore, that the 
Demobilisation Committee may be in a 
position to quote the actual numbers and 
length of military service of students still 
remaining in the Forces, it is requested 
that all such students should submit the 
following information immediately to the 
Heads of the Schools where they wish to 
resume their full-time studies : Full Name 
and Rank: Service Unit and Address; 
Home Address; Date of Birth; Age and 
Length of Service Release Group No.:; 
Stage at which training was interrupted 
and School attended ; Date of joining H.M. 
Forces. 


Housing at Chessington. 

Some details are given in our building 
news columns of the L.C.C.’s proposal to 
acquire 800 acres of land at Chessington, 
Surrey, already scheduled as part of the 
Green Belt, for housing. This proposal 
has aroused much disquietude as is exem- 
plified in a letter to The Times from Miss 
A. M. Lupton, Chairman of the Housing 
Centre Executive Committee. ‘‘ This is 
not a question, as the supporters of the 
scheme suggest,’’ states Miss Lupton, “‘ of 
a flexible imterpretation of the Greater 
London plan to permit the acquisition of 
a part of the green belt ring to meet an 
immediate post-war housing need. The 
Council is asking for permission to ignore 
the fundamental principles on which the 
plan is based in order that they may erect 
a vast dormitory housing estate of the 
kind universally condemned as the worst 
feature of housing between the wars. 
Moreover, the site for this estate is speci- 
fically mentioned in the Greater London 
plan’ as the one, above all others, where 
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further development should be prevented 
(paragraph 248). 

‘** The plan is specific in its proposals for 
creating new towns outside the green belt 
area and for the controlled expansion of 
selected existing centres. It will be a dis- 
aster of the first order if through lack of 
legislation to give effect to the plan we 
are forced to abandon it absolutely.”’ 


Council for Visual Education. 

Tue third annual general meeting of the 
Council for Visual Education will be held 
on Tuesday, April 30, at the Housing 
Centre, Suffolk-street, S.W. The speakers 
will be Major Clough Williams-Ellis, M.C., 
F.R.I.B.A., Mr. John Betjeman and Sir 
Charles Tennyson, C.M.G., who will speak 
on the need for the teaching of the appre- 
ciation of town and country planning, 
architecture and design respectively, after 
which there will be a discussion. 


London’s Pylon for V-Day. 

Tue main feature of London’s V-Day 
decorations is to be a large pylon erected 
in Parliament-square. Neither the design 
nor the materia] to be used has been de- 
cided upon yet, but Ministry of Works 
officials have these matters in hand now. 

It is probable that it will be sited on the 
grass enclosure adjacent to Great George- 
street. No definite decision has been 
reached as to the permanence of the pylon. 


School of Architecture, Auckland, N.Z. 
Tue prospectus of the School of Archi- 
tecture, Auckland University College, 
University of New Zealand, which has now 
reached us, displays the vitality we have 
come to expect from this school. The 
students’ designs are vigorous, and in par- 
ticular a thesis design for a hotel by Keith 
Piper, shown by plan and model, draws 
attention. The Director, Professor C. R. 





COMING EVENTS 


Wednesday, April 24. 


INstITUCTE oF Wetpinc. Major R. J. Fowler 
and L. F. Denaro on “The Evolution of 
Welded Armoured Fighting Vehicles.” At Civil 
Engineers, Great George-street, 8.W.1. 6 p.m. 


(tea. 5.30 p.m.). 

L.M.B.A. Crntran No. 4 Area. Luncheon at 
‘Chiesman’s Restaurant. Lewisnam. Speaker : 
Mr. G. H. A. Hughes, Director, L.M-B.A. 

Thursday, April 25. 
INSTITUTION OF StRuCcTURAL ENGINEERS. Mr. 


H. P. T. Lind on “ Demolition of Waterloo 
Temporary Bridge.” (Joint meeting with 
R.I.B.A.5 11, Upper Belzrave-street, S.W.1. 6 
p.m. 

Association OF BuitpinG Tecunicians (Padding- 


** District 


Prof. R. O. Kapp on 
W.2. 


Paddington Green, 


ton Braneh). 
Heating.”” Town Hall, 


7 p.m. 
Friday, April 26. 
Sutton Rotary Ciurn Luncheon. Speaker: Mr. 
G. H. A. Wlughes, Director, L.M B.A. 
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Knight, B.Arch.(Liverpool), is to be con- 
gratulated on his work for the school, and 
alsc on his annual newsletter, which plays 
no small part in keeping the past and 
present students in touch. We learn from 
this sheet that the Arts Faculty is hoping 
to develop a new university group at 
Tamaki. 
Architects’ Registration Report, 1945. 
Tue annual report for 1945 of the Archi 
tects’ Registration Council of the United 
Kingdom, now issued, gives a summary of 
the Council’s activities during the year 
Eighteen applicants (out of a total of 190 
candidates) were awarded scholarships of a 
total value of £1,335. In addition, £2,148 
was expended on renewals of existing 
scholarships. 226 persons were admitted 
to the Register during the year, and 135 
applications were rejected. 391 applica 
tions are still outstanding. The income and 
expenditure account of the general fund 
shows a debit balance of £1,291. 


Mr. F. G. Baker. 

Mr. F. G. Baker has resigned his pos 
of Chief Clerk, R.I.B.A., for reason o 
health and is being succeeded by Mr. H. R 
Williams. Mr. Baker is undertaking 
special work in bringing back to norma 
various items of Institute organisatior 
which have been dislocated by the war. 


Plans for New Windsor. 

We learn that Mr. A. M. Currry, M.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., has been asked by the Windso: 
Town Council to draw up a comprehensiy 
planning scheme for the western section 
of the borough. Mr. Chitty is town plan 
ning consultant to Holborn Borough Coun 
cil and is also engaged on housing work 
in St. Pancras. 


Belgian Decorations for Kent Architect. 

Mason L. Wren, a member of the staf 
of the Kent County Architect’s Depart 
ment, has been awarded the Belgian 
Decoration of the Chevalier of the Orde: 
of Leopold II with Palm, and the Croix de 
Guerre, 1940, with Palm. 


Public Appointment. 

Mr. Artuur Le Wittiams, A.R.I.B.A., 
B.Arch., has been appointed Town Plan- 
ning Officer to the Carnarvon County 
Council. 


Professional Announcements. 
Mr. Septimus Warwick, F.R.I.B.A., has taker 


Mr. Georrrey W. Banrrecp, A.R1.B.A., into part- 
nership, and they will continue the pract 
of architects at 2, 3 and 4, Cockspur-street, 


style of Messrs 


London, S8.W.1, under the 
i (Telephon 


Septimus Warwick and Partners. 
Whitehall 8263.) 

Messrs. James & Bywaters and Rowtanp Pier 
chartered architects and surveyors, of 5, Bloom-- 
bury-street, W.C.1, have taken into partnership 
Mr. W. W. Atkinson, A.R.I.B.A., A.A.(Hons. 
Dip., as from April 1. The name of the fir 
will remain unchanged. 

On and after April 23. the address of Messrs 
EF. J Meekixs and Pariners, surveyors, ¥ 


he 112, Park-street, London, W.1. (Telephone 


Mayfair 3571-5.) 


From The Builder of 1846. 
Saturday, April 18, 1846. 


THe QvEEN AND ARCHITECTURE. — He: 
Majesty has been pleased to manifest her 
interest in the advancement of archite 
tural skill by a step which will be viewed 
with much gratification by many of ou 
readers. On Monday next Earl de Grey 
will take the chair at the Institute of 
Architects to present the medals recent!+ 
awarded, and the circumstance to which 
we allude will then be stated. 

«*, This referred, of course, to what is n 
known as the Royal Gold Medal for Archite:- 
ture. The first award was made in 1848 to C. Ft 
Cockerell. 
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THE “BUILDING NOW” EXHIBITION 


MR. SILKIN’S ADVICE TO ARCHITECTS 


THe ‘‘ Building Now’’ Exhibition at 
the R.I.B.A. was opened by Mr. Lewis 
Silkin, M.P., Minister of Town and 
Country Planning, on Thursday, April 11. 


Srmr Percy Tuomas, P.R.I.B.A., who 
was in the chair, said they much 
appreciated the presence of so many 
representatives of local authorities and 
Government Departments. He felt that 
the interest which they had taken in the 
Exhibition and, he hoped, the benefit they 
would derive from it, would be of assist- 
ince not only to their own local authori- 
ties but to those who had to carry out 
their schemes. The R.I.B.A. felt that 
the first of its post-war exhibitions should 
leal with the two matters which were 
most urgent in our national reconstruction, 
1amely, homes and health. They had 
made an attempt to show that post-war 
housing schemes must provide close to 
those houses everything necessary for the 
family life; the schools, clinics, shops and 
recreation, both indoor and outdoor—in 
fact, what they described as the ‘‘ neigh- 
bourhood unit.’”’ With regard to the 
houses, they would still stress the need 
for the greater employment of architects, 
not only in the planning of the houses 
and their design, but also in the layout 
of the building schemes themselves. 


Mr. Lewis SILKIN, in opening the exhi- 
bition, said: ‘‘I regard the invitation 
to me to open this exhibition as a recog- 
nition of the increasing importance which 
is being attached to-day to questions of 
layout and environment in connection with 
development. It is recognised that the 
erection of a building is not an end in 
itself, but it can only attain full signifi- 


cance in relation to the buildings around 


it and to its whole environment. It is 
a welcome fact that there is to-day a very 
rapidly growing recognition of the 
importance of town and country ape § 
The local authority interest in the archi- 
tectural profession is also extremely great 
and growing, and it is therefore very 
encouraging to find the two bodies of 
public life, the architectural profession 


and the representatives of local authori- 
ties, assembled together in this hall. 

‘‘ The local authorities are going to be- 
come more and more responsible for the 
development of all kinds of buildings, in- 
cluding industrial buildings, which 
recognise is not one of the subjects of this 
exhibition, but we shall certainly find in 
the next few years that the greater part 
of development throughout the country 
will be carried out by local authorities. 
It is vital that those architects who are 
engaged in this work in conjunction with 
local’ authorities should be adequately 
equipped to discharge this public task, 
and I hope I may be forgiven if I say a 
few words about the qualifications which 
I think members of the architectural pro- 
fession ought to possess in the discharge 
of their functions. 

‘I think if the architect is to do his 
job properly he must be imbued with a 
spirit of town planning. He must appreci- 
ate its vital significance, and it is a re- 
grettable fact that in some cases plans are 
submitted to local authorities by members 
of the architectural profession which cer- 
tainly do not conform to the best prin- 
ciples of town planning. I noticed a 
caption on the wall when I was going 
round the exhibition containing a quota- 
tion from a speech made by a colleague 
of mine at a time when she had less 
responsibility for what she said than she 
has to-day. She stated that it should be 
a penal offence for any local authority to 
employ anybody other than an architect 
in connection with their construction. I 
should also like to make it a penal offence, 
while discussing criminal law, for any 
architect to submit proposals to local 
authorities which are not in harmony with 
the best town planning principles. 
Secondly, I think, particularly in relation 
to work which affects the lives and the 
happiness of so many members of the 
community, that the architect should be 
a man of wide interests and culture. He 
should understand the life and needs of 
the peoet for whom he is catering, and 
he should be a much travelled person, a 





MR. LEWIS SILKIN (Minister of Town and Country Planning) with Sir Percy Thomas 
(left) at the opening of the R.1.B.A. “Building Now "’ Exhibition. 
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very widely read person, and I think per- 
haps he should be a eg taking an 
active part in public life. Indeed, I am 
glad to note that more and more members 
of your profession are beginning to take 
an active part in the public life of this 
country. Then I would like to say that a 
further qualification both for members of 
the architectural profession and for mem- 
bers of local authorities is that they should 
appreciate the importance of design and 
that they should have very good taste. 

“It is a strange thing that I should 
say this to an assembly of architects, but 
when one looks around and sees the build- 
ings that have been erected in the past 25 
years, I think that one must recognise 
that there is considerable scope for im- 
provement in design. When one looks at 
local authority housing, excellent as it is, 
one is oppressed with a sense of monotony ; 
you cannot help but recognise local auth- 
ority housing in any part of the country. 
I suppose in the majority of cases these 
houses have been erected by architects. 
Perhaps the best that one can say from 
the point of view of design is that they 
are somewhat better than the correspond- 
ing houses built by private enterprise, but 
that is not saying very much. I recognise 
that architects in the past in connection 
with local authority housing have been 
very greatly hampered and restricted by 
their terms of reference. When you are 
asked to build little brick blocks of 780 
sq. ft. containing three bedrooms, a re- 
ception room and a kitchen, and so on, 
I recognise that there is not a great deal 
of scope for ingenuity and the exercise of 
those qualities which one expects from 
the architectural profession. That is going 
to be somewhat, better, for the Minister of 
Health has recognised the inadequacy of 
780 sq. ft. and there has been a substantial 
increase in the permitted area of a house. 
Nevertheless, I do feel that we ought to 
have done better than we have done in 
the past, and I look forward to the lead 
being given by local authorities in the 
improvement in design in all kinds of 
development carried out by them. 

“On going round the exhibition I was 
greatly encouraged by what I saw. I 
believe there is, as is evidenced by the 
exhibition here, a growing appreciation 
of the importance of beauty and of good 
design in our buildings, and this exhibi- 
tion will have served a most valuable pur- 
pose if it is visited by large numbers of 
members of the architectural profession 
and if they take a lead from what they see 


ere. 

‘*T should like to congratulate particu- 
larly those local authorities who have had 
the enterprise to send representatives to 
view here this afternoon the display which 
so well illustrates the need for community 
planning. It illustrates so well the truth 
which cannot be too often repeated that 
good planning, whether of buildings or 
community, costs no more than bad plan- 
ning, and good planning over a term of 
years pays a handsome dividend both to 
individuals and to the community; where- 
as bad planning imposes an inevitable and 
increasing burden upon both.” 

Mr. H V. Loss proposed a vote of 
thanks to the Minister, which was carried 
with acclamation, and THe PrestDeEnt, in 
conclusion, referred to one remark which 
the Minister had made with regard to the 
dreadful appearance and design of so much 
of our pre-war housing. He eaped that the 
exhibition would show that that was not 
necessary, provided local authorities got 
proper architectural advice. He was afraid 
that the cause of all the trouble in the 
past and the dreadful eyesores we saw 
about the country to-day was because 
proper architectural advice had not been 
obtained. 


D* 
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BIRKENHEAD PLAN: Surface Utilisation. 


April 19 1946 














PLAN FOR BIRKENHEAD 


An Exhibition of the Plans, Drawings and Photographs accompanying the Report by 
SIR CHARLES REILLY and MR. N. J. ASLAN on the Planning of Birkenhead 


\ HEN one enters an Exhibition 
like this, one is immediately 
struck by the enormous amount of 
effort entailed in the preparation 
of the scheme, and the feeling over- 
powers one that it may be so easily 
wasted; it will be wasted unless 
John Citizen takes the trouble to 
investigate and understand it all. 
This scheme has taken two years 
to compile, and two-thirds of it, at 
least, is analysis and diagnosis. 
Therefore it is with a feeling of 
enthusiasm that one finds that the 
drawings and diagrams are simpli- 
fied to every possible extent, and 
that the caption placed alongside 
each drawing is to the point. 
The Exhibition consists of 60 
plans and djagrams, 20  per- 


spective drawings, and numerous 
photographs (mostly showing the 
town as it is). It is shown in two 
large rooms, one 60 ft. by 27 ft. and 
the other 45ft. by 27 ft. Arrows 
point the direction of the move- 
ment required by the spectator. 
Large headlines guide one to any 
particular group of diagrams. 
Every drawing or diagram has at 
its side a clear caption. One, 
referring to a plan of the existing 
Birkenhead, runs as  follows:— 
“What would we think of a house 
in which the clothes were ‘washed 
in the bedrooms and the coal kept 
in the bath? What would we think 
of a town which presents numerous 
mix-ups in the same district of 
housing, industry and other inap- 


propriate: interests? Birkenhead is 
such a town. Industry is rendered 
less efficient than it need be, leisure 
less pleasant and life less healthy.” 

Another one reads: “‘ Overcrowd- 
ing brings low health standards, 
disease and death. There is almost 
a direct relationship between un- 
planned overcrowded dwellings in 
a bad state of repair and tubercu- 
losis. A similar inference could be 
drawn for other types of diseases 
not legally notifiable. These 
diseases need not be meekly 
accepted as necessary evils. Bir- 
kenhead’s ‘bad spots’ must be 
cleaned up.” 

We feel that the scheme goes the 
right way to make the people of 
Birkenhead “town conscious.” 
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Birkenhead was laid out a 
hundred years ago by the archi- 
tect Gillespie Graham, employed 
by the Birkenhead Commissioners 
under the chairmanship of William 
Laird. Wide streets were built and 
many fine blocks of residences. 
Great progress was made in 
Hamilton-square and to the N.W. 
The park was laid out by Sir 
Joseph Paxton, and paid for itself 
by the sale of frontage land for 
largish houses. The work of the 
Commissioners, however, became 
hampered and hindered by pri- 
vate speculators who bought land 
ahead of them; as a result of this 
the cost of continuing eventually 
became too heavy and the Commis- 
sioners gave up. 

The town has since developed on 
the ‘‘ muddle, muddle” lack of 
principle. Some streets originally 


wide became narrow owing to the 
stupid by-law allowing shops to be 
built over front gardens. (Southport 
is a fine example of the difference 
in a town where this has been rigor- 
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ously disallowed.) Birkenhead for 
the last fifty years has just “silted 
up” through lack of discipline and 
guidance. 


Survey and. Proposals. 


Birkenhead’s basic industries are 
its docks and its shipbuilding, 
Cammell Lairds, and these have 
been its war jobs. Now it is in 
urgent need of light industries, and 
part of the scheme has been to pro- 
vide space for this. 

Traffic roads to the Mersey 
Tunnel are inadequate. Connection 
between the docks on the north and 
shipbuilding and other industries 
on the south are at present cut 
across by the traffic to the ferry and 
impeded by the present inadequate 
civic centre. In the proposals the 
latter is enlarged and isolated from 
heavy traffic by a sunken road fol- 
lowing the track of an existing rail- 
way cutting. This is a proposal we 
definitely commend. 

The growing traffic from the 
Wirral to the ferry, the tunnel and 
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the tunnel railway is apparently 
only provided for by widening 
Beckwith-street (on the north) and 
Borough-road (on the south). But 
the development of the Woodchurch 
estate alone is going to mean many 
more buses, and there is the future 
development of outside areas to be 
considered. This is a big problem. 
Must all this traffic pass along 
roads? It would seem that help 
must be given by rail, and the 
report does strongly recommend 
that the whole region should co- 
operate to create a Merseyside 
Passenger Transport Board on the 
same lines as the London Transport 
Board. 


The shopping centre has been 
defined and isolated from the main 
traffic routes in an interesting way 
to make it worthy of the town and 
attract shoppers from the Wirral 
who now go to Liverpool or Chester. 

An educational centre, already in 
embryo, is developed on the south 
boundary of the park with an 
attractive concentric parkway con- 
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BIRKENHEAD PLAN: View of one Hexagon. 
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necting it to the public library in 
Borough-road. 

A typical redevelopment scheme 
for one portion of the town is sub- 
mitted. This shows pleasant open 
spaces and terrace houses or flats 
and maisonettes. 


An ingenious idea shows hex- 
agonal courts 205ft. across sur- 
rounded by ground-floor flats, and 
above them two-storey maison- 
ettes approached from different 
sides. As far as lighting is con- 
cerned this would be excellent, 
showing an angle of light of 7 deg., 
as compared with 15 deg. with the 
usual two-storey house on a 70-ft. 
road; though complications regard- 
ing the ash disposal, and other 
domestic matters, may be difficult 
to overcome. But it is an interest- 
ing idea, and experiments on these 
lines would be well worth while. 

The scheme shows a definite 
attempt to reconstitute ‘‘ communi- 
ties’’ and within them lesser 
** neighbourhoods.” 

One is in sympathy with Sir 
Charles Reilly in his desire for dwell- 
ings around open spaces; but one 
feels that these open spaces should 
be irregular in many cases, leaving 
the formal only to the most suitable 
positions. With him one deplores 
the never-ending monotony of 
houses parallel to each other on 
each side of a barren waste of 
concrete. 

Other proposals are to build a 
waterside hotel at Woodside and a 
casino on the river edge. Birken- 
head has no river front of any kind 
and the casino would certainly do 
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something to make up for this. A 
short “river walk” only is pro- 
vided in the scheme; it a pity, for 
one feels it is still inadequate. 

The exhibition is a great credit to 
Sir Charles Reilly and Mr. Aslan, 
as also to the Birkenhead Corpora- 


tion. It is what a “ Town Plan” 
exhibition should be. 

The proposals are good, the 
presentation equally so. The 


arrangement is such that it should 
educate the Birkenhead people to 
a civic awareness that will promote 
the effort necessary to carrying out 
this scheme. 


Mr. Silkin’s Views. 


The Right Honourable Lewis 
Silkin, M.P. (Minister of Town 
and Country Planning), when 
opening the exhibition on Wednes- 
day, April 10, said: “‘ The Govern- 
ment, will do everything possible to 
help schemes like this to be put 
into operation. No one knows 
what they will cost. What we do 
know is that the buildings pro- 
posed will not cost any more be- 
cause they are built in accordance 
with a prearranged scheme. 
Whether the scheme develops 
quickly or slowly, we shall have 
the satisfaction of knowing that 
each step we take is in the right 
direction.” 

The opening was given a very 
good attendance. The exhibition is 
in the Birkenhead Art Gallery, 
Slatey-road (No.6 bus), and will be 
on view until May 10. 

LEONARD BaRNISH. 
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BIRKENHEAD PLAN: Proposed Conway Neighbourhood Unit. 
street with Birkenhead Park in background. 
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View of Shopping and Communal Centre along Conway- 
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In notes provided by the authors of the 
plan it is stated 

The aim of the plan, as of all such plans, 
is to harmonise and improve where possible 
the relation between the individual ele- 
ments of the town for the happiness and 
prosperity of all. With this purpose in 
view a Civic Survey was made and... 
it is on the basis of this survey that the 
suggestions are made. 

There are two main aspects from which 
the town must be considered. They are 
(1) Birkenhead as an independent unit, a 
well-balanced, harmonious whole; (2) 
Birkenhead as an important component of 
the Merseyside Region and the most im- 
portant centre in Wirral, perhaps one day 
to be ‘‘ Wirral City,’’ the recognised 
capital of the peninsula. 

In spite of the consciously formed layout 
a hundred years ago of practically all the 
‘main streets of Birkenhead, which is 
hardly a century old, little effort was made 
at the time to segregate and define the 
different users for the various areas. 
Equally wide streets led everywhere. At 
the two ends of the town, however, the 
contrast in the existing users is marked. 
At the north and north-east there is 
industry in docks and shipyards, while in 
the west and south-west the richer classes 
have their residential quarters. In between 
these there exists a mass of very mixed 
users, with the inevitable congestion. . . . 

The majority of dwellings in the eastern, 
central and north-eastern areas, all near to 
the industrial and business centres of the 
town, have long since passed their useful 
life, . . . A reconstruction scheme is pro- 
posed for these areas to be carried out 
in blocks. As soon as a new block of 
houses is built, the population of one of 
the sub-standard blocks is to be taken 
en masse to the houses in the new dwell- 
ings, and reconstruction started at once 
on the empty site. In this way existing 
communities will not be so completely 
broken. loneliness will be avoided and 
friendships maintained. Meanwhile new 
housing schemes further afield will be car- 
ried out, such as at Woodchurch, to take 
the overspill for these and other areas. 
The proposed new densities will not allow 
for the rehousing of all on the recon- 
structed sites except in special cases, but 
the plan, suggested for certain districts, of 
three-storey buildings consisting of a two- 
storey maisonette above and a flat below, 
each with its garden and front door at 


ground level and approached from different 
sides, allows for rehousing at a density of 
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one hundred persons to the acre in fairly 
spacious and airy surroundings. ; 
Birkenhead, depending mainly on its 
docks and shipyards for employment, has 
had in the past the great fluctuations so 


sorely remembered. During the decade 
which preceded this war the town had a 
higher percentage of unemployment than 
the average for the country as a whole, or 
even for Lancashire. A more balanced 
local economy, giving better average family 
incomes, is therefore necessary. It can 
only be brought about by attracting new 
industries of types unaffected by seasonable 
fluctuations and depressions. The draw- 
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TUNNEL ENTRANCE 
PLACE 





PANORAMIC VIEW CF N.C BIRKENHEAD. 
SHOWING: TOP LEFT WOODSIDE & THE NEW 
HOTEL. RIGHT THE PRIORY AND PROPOSED 
LONG DISTANCE 8US STATION. 


ings show the land and facilities provided 
for such new industrial developments. 

The position of the business centre of 
the town has always been well related to 
the industrial and residential quarters. Its 
more squalid areas, however, have had to 
be replanned. After careful consideration 
it has been determined to maintain the 
Civic Centre where it is, but to give it 
enlarged quarters and better facilities, 

For the completion of the scheme a 
period of forty years is suggested. All that 
time building will in any case continue. 
The scheme is merely that it should in 
future be done to a plan.... 
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BIRKENHEAD PLAN: Civic Centre and Commercial Area. 
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View from South-West. 


The Garage on left is not shown on plan. 


A COTTAGE AT CHESIL BEACH, ABBOTSBURY, DORSET 
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View from South-East. 


SIR GUY DAWBER, 
WILSON & FOX, 
FF.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


THIS COTTAGE WAS BUILT ON A SITE 
immediately adjoining Chesil 
Beach, near Abbotsbury, Dorset, 
completely open to the sea, but 
sheltered on the north by the 
rising ground behind, and was 
designed as a week-end retreat. 
for the client, with accommoda- 
tion for a married couple as 
caretakers and housekeepers. 

The walls are in _ hollow 
brickwork with a thin white 
cement render, the roof in reed 
thatch. The windows, in lead 
lights and iron casements, were 
by John H. Pye, of Moreton-in- 
Marsh, Gloucestershire. 

The builders were Messrs. 
George Abbott & Sons, of Brid- 
port, and the architects Sir 
Guy Dawber and A. R. Fox, 


FF.R.I.B.A., now Sir Guy 
Dawber, Wilson & Fox, 
FF.R.1.B.A. 
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THE ‘“ WHITSON-FAIRHURST ”’ 
CONCRETE HOUSE SYSTEM 


THE WHITSON-FAIRHURST SYSTEM OF HOUSE CONSTRUCTION 
is one of those demonstrated at the British Cast Concrete 
Exhibition at the London-Scottish Drill-hall, Buckingham- 
gate, S.W.1 (reviewed in 7'he Builder for March 15). 
This system comprises a framing consisting of precast 
reinforced concrete columns and beams with external and 
internal cladding. The frame is standardised on a struc- 
tural grid 11 ft. 74 in. by 11 ft. 74in., and is designed to 
support walls, floors and roof. The construction of floors 
and roof may be varied. Prototype houses have been 
erected at Clydebank, Scotland. Jn situ concrete founda- 
tions are provided and prepared to receive the columns— 
normally 3ft. by 3ft. for corner columns, 2 ft. 6in. by 


The houses shown on the right, in which the Fairhurst frame 


was first used, were designed at Dalrymple, Ayrshire, by Mr. 
Robert G, Lindsay, A.R.I.B.A., County Architect. 
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2 ft. 6 in. for intermediate columns, and 
all 1 ft. thick. Precast concrete beams 
Qin. by 7 in. are placed between and at 
the feet of the columns to receive the 
external wall cladding. The frame 
consists of 6in. by 6in. columns full 
height of the walls, and an arrangement 
of beams 6in. by 8in. and 6in. by 
10in. at levels of floors and eaves. 
Connections are formed by special clips 
and pins encased in in situ concrete. 
The panels forming the external 
walls are non-load bearing. Normally 
the panels consist of slabs having an 
outer face of dense concrete 2 in. thick 
with a backing of foamed slag concrete 
lin. thick. Various types of cladding 
may be adopted. The internal lining 
consists of pressed steel and timber 
framing covered with plaster-board or 
other suitable sheet material, backed 
with glass quilt insulation. Alterna- 
tively, the lining may be of wood-wool 
slabs or breeze concrete blocks. The 
structure is adapted for a pitched roof 
of light steel and/or timber construc- 
tion with usual roof coverings. The 
frame was designed by F. A. Mac- 
donald & Partners (Glasgow), Ltd., 
135, Wellington-street, Glasgow, C.2. 
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THE A.S.U. ‘HOUSE ENGINE” 


, 


THe ‘‘ ALL-purposeE Service Unit’ 
illustrated on this page has been developed 
by the Building Component Producers 
Association in conjunction with the 
British Coal Utilisation Research Associa- 
tion, in accordance with the standards 
required by B.C.U.R.A., Women’s 
Advisory Committee on Solid Fuel, 
British Standards Institution and 
Ministry of Health and other departmental 
requirements. The A.S.U. is designed to 
solve the preblem of making one fire do 
the work of two economically, and replaces 
three appliances, i.e., the living-room fire, 
the kitchen range and the boiler; in 
addition, it convects warm air to the 
bedrooms, thus providing a background 
heat and obviating the necessity for other 
than auxiliary electric or gas fires in 
these rooms. Following is a description 
of the unit in its sequence of functions :— 

The Firegrate: This has an intake of 
air through the hearth, giving an increased 
efficiency to any fuel used. The fire will 
burn any fuel and heats a specially filled 
space around the oven; this hot-air 


| 





-———— 9" DIAM C.1. STACK 


method -of heating the oven avoids fre- 
quent cleaning, since no part gets dirty 
or sooty, and in a shut-down position the 
fire will stay alight for 12 hours. 

Cooking; The hot-plate oven and boiler 
are controlled on the kitchen side, and 
when the living-room fire is closed the 
appliance is turned into a highly economi- 
cal cooker. 

Hot Water: Incorporated in the 
appliance is a hot-water boiler with an 
adequate supply, having a short insulated 
connection to a 40-gallon insulated hot- 
water storage tank, fed in turn by a 
50-gallon cold-water storage tank. 

Plumbing: The efficiency of the system 
lies in the fact that the component parts 
of the unit are complementary to each 
other. The fear of frozen pipes is 
obviated by the fact that all plumbing is 
internal. The soil pipe is optional ; within 
the unit it limits planning te some 20 
different floor plans, but outside the unit 
it leaves planning quite free. 

Convected. Warm Air: This is intro- 
duced by ducting fresh air through the 
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The A.S.U. ‘“ House Engine.’’ 
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external wall, under the floor through the 
plumbing duct and by circulating it round 
the adapter flue and heat exchanger, 
whence it rises to the hot-air chamber and 
into the bedroom and bath-room by con- 
trolled vents. In summer this hot air can 
be released into the duct which ventilates 
the kitchen and cooking smells. 

Auziliary Services: Where auxiliary 
fuel is required and obtainable, electrical 
supplementaries are provided for, such as 
hot-plates, griller radiant in oven, and 
power plugs for kettle, iron, etc., and 
immersion heater in the hot-water tank. 
The elements are controlled by an electric 
panel (‘‘ Autolec’’), which has “‘ Simmer- 
stat’? switches giving variable tempera- 
tures from simmering point upwards. The 
‘* Autolec.”’ panel contains a fuse-box with 
each fuse named, together with all 
accessories necessary for replacing a fuse. 

Electric Light and Power: ‘‘ Tree”’ 
pine By provided for electric lighting, 
and this is taken to plug points off which 
lighting points and power plugs can be 
adapted. Cleaning and Sweeping: The 
whole arrangement achieves considerable 
reduction in smoke abatement and reduces 
the soot toa minimum. Access to the soot- 
box for cleaning is in the kitchen, and 
such little soot as remains can be swept 
down into the fire-grate and burnt. 

Frame; This is made of light gauge 
sheet metal, and the plumbing is copper 
throughout, being assembled in a factory 
and fixed to the inner sheet and held into 
position by clips. The storage tanks are 
assembled on to the unit, as is the smoke 
stack, heat exchanger and ducts, etc., 
enabling the whole unit to be transported 
to site and erected, this latter operation 
requiring approximately one man-hour. 
When the house is complete the distributor 
brings along and places in position the 
two-way appliance and ‘‘ Autolec ’’ panel, 
and the cladding is then placed in position 
and the A.S.U. is ready for use. 

Planning: A site plan and fixing plan is 
provided, and it is advisable before going 
too far with planning to consult the 
Association, who will be glad to assist 
with siting the unit within the house in 
a most economical way. To sum up: The 
A.8.U. provides a complete house service 
in a single unit, comprising space heating, 
cooking facilities, water heating, plumb- 
ing, water storage, drainage (optional), 
electric mains distribution and auxiliaries. 
This single heating element is designed to 
provide space heating for 1,500 cub. ft. 
(radiant) and background heating for 
4,000 cub. ft. (convected) 40-gallon hot- 
water service at 140° F., and heat for 2 ft. 
cube oven and large hot-plate—all to 
B.S.I. standards and operable on 2 ewt. of 
bituminous coal per week. The unit may 
be seen at the ‘‘ Modern Homes ”’ Exhibi- 
tion at Dorland House, S.W.1. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


The New Crystal Palace. 

Between 200 and 300 designs have been 
submitted to the assessors in the competi- 
tion for the new Crystal Palace. 


Hayling Beachlands Layout. 


Tue Urban District Council of Havant 
and Waterloo invite designs for the laying 
out of the Hayling Beachlands to the 
improvement of its amenities. Dr. H. V. 
Lanchester, Litt.D., F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., 
isthe assessor. Premiums of £200, £100 


and £50 will be awarded. Conditions from 
Mr. Albert E. Madgwick, Clerk of the 
Council, Town Hall, Havant, on deposit 
of £1 1s. Questions should be received by 
May 31 and designs by September 30. — 
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DOMESTIC FUEL POLICY 


ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT. 


Tue report of the Advisory Council on 
domestic fuel policy, which has been 
working for some time under the chair- 
manship of Sir Ernest Simon,* is in a 
measure supplementary to that on Heat- 
ing and Ventilation prepared by Sir 
Alfred Egerton and his colleagues. It 
opnne by pointing out that a pioneer on 
the subject was Count Rumford, whose 
view, expressed a hundred and fifty years 
ago, that there was great waste of fuel 
and an unnecessary amount of smoke, is 
still valid, little having been done since 
his time to put the principles he laid 
down to practical purposes. Of course, these 
were mainly concerned with the use of 
solid fuel in an efficient way, and most 
of the Report before us deals with this 
aspect. 

The percentage of useful heat given 
out by an ordinary coal fire is only one- 
fifth of the total, a large proportion of 
the remainder being dissipated in smoke; 
gas gives 40 per cent. and electricity 100 
per cent., but in both cases the coal con- 
sumed in ——— is higher than this: 
in that of electricity actually more coal 
is required to give the same amount of 
heat, even when it is efficiently employed 
at the power station. The solid fuels re- 
garded as smokeless are anthracite and 
dry steam coal, smokeless briquettes, gas, 
hard and low temperature coke; all these 
would demand a greatly increased out- 
put if they are to displace soft coal in 
domestic heating, and this would involve 
various economic problems in dealing 
with such supplies and the various by- 
products ancillary to some of them. 

Most of these fuels can best be burnt 
in stoves capable of being open or closed 
so that the draught can be regulated, and 
they of course require the usual flue, but 
such stoves can provide for heating water 
and by means of a calorifier to serve a 
radiator system. A heat service unit on 
these lines is recommended so that each 
home should secure a hot water service, 
warm air to a drying closet and bedrooms, 
a heated towel rail and linen coil together 
with suitable general ventilation, while 
such an installation may usefully be sup- 
plemented by a gas or electric’ circulator 
or electric immersion heater for use during 
the summer months. A ‘urther point. is 
made that the structural design of houses 
should aim at greater insulation than is 
usually the case; flues and other heat- 
carrying ducts should not be in outside 
walls; doors and windows should be well 
fitting, and other recognised steps taken. 
It is interesting to note that some of these 
measures for avoiding heat transmission 
show similar effects in that of sound, as 
recent investigations have shown. 

In order to achieve progress in regard 
to the above proposals it is advised that 
the Government should establish centres 
in our principal cities, where the types 
of appliances can be shown and explained 
by a staff of experts who would advise 
building owners, architects, local authori- 
ties and others as to what is most suitable 
in relation to supplies and other condi- 
tions in the district, as well as in matters 

of cost, convenience and efficiency. The 
social and other advantages to the com- 
munity by the abatement of smoke and 
dirt would not, of course, be disregarded. 

On this latter question the contribution 
of Professor James Mackintosh is most 
emphatic as to the loss and injury in- 
flicted on us by the unrestricted use of 
bituminous coal; he quotes the successful 
measures adopted at St. Louis, with the 
result that this town, one of the worst 





_* “ Domestic Fuel Policy.” Report by the Ad- 
visory Counci], Ministry of Fuel and Power. 
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in the U.S.A. and nearly as bad as some 


~ of our own,.is now “‘ a clean city.’’ Here 


this has been effected mainly by a change 
of fuel and apparatus, but in other Ameri- 
can towns the outlook is rather towards 
district _heating—which involves much 
more radical changes, and though the 
arguments in its favour are very strong, 
it can hardly be hoped that such a remedy 
can be applied with the speed that is 
desirable. Thus the less drastic scheme 
advocated by the Committee appears to 
be the practical solution under es 
conditions. H. V. L. 


RURAL ‘HOUSING SUB- 
COMMITTEE 


INTERIM REPORT 


Tue Interim Report of the Rural Hous- 
ing Sub-Committee was presented to the 
Central Housing Advisory Committee on 
January 18, and is now published by the 
Ministry of Health. The Report states :— 

At the meetings of the Central Housing 
Advisory Committee on September 21 and 
October 19, 1945, we were asked “to 
advise generally on the reconditioning oi 
rural cottages, with special reference to the 
supply of labour available without 
diversion from new building, and to con- 
sider what improvements could be made 
in the Housing (Rural Workers) Acts.”’ 

We have sought evidence from the-Joint 
County Committees on Rural Housing set 
up in accordance with Circular 64/44 and 
from the following bodies who tendered 
evidence for the comprehensive inquiry 
contained in our Third Report: Central 
Landowners’ Association, Council for the 
Preservation of Rural England, County 
Councils’ Association, Land Agents’ 
Society, National Farmers’ Union, 
National Federation of Women’s Insti- 
tutes, National Union of Agricultural! 
Workers, Rural District Councils’ Associa- 
tion and Sanitary Inspectors’ Association. 

Our terms of reference fall into three 
parts: (i) the general desirability of 
reconditioning, (ii) the availability of 
labour, and (iii) the improvements which 
could made in the Housing (Rural 
Workers) Acts. 

On the first question we are agreed that 
apart from other considerations, recon- 
ditioning is both necessary and urgent to 
assist in the raising of standards of rural 
housing for the post-war agricultural 
population. 

As to the availability of labour without 
diversion from new building, the main con- 
sensus of opinion from the bodies indi 
cated above is that reconditioning in rural 
districts can be carried out by many 
small builders in the country who are not 
large enough to tackle new building 
effectively or on a competitive basis. Much 
of their labour is immobile and is normally 
employed on repairs and reconditioning. 

We have also considered whether recon- 
ditioning in rural areas can _ increasé 
accommodation and find that accommoda- 
tion is increased or maintained by the 
addition or enlargement of rooms and by 
maintaining in use houses which would 
otherwise cease to be habitable. 

We are continuing our investigation as to 
possible improvements in the Housing 
(Rural Workers) Acts with a view to mak- 
ing a further Report at an early date. 


Inland Waterways. 

The Association for Planning and 
Regional Reconstruction, 34, Gordon- 
square, London, W.C.1, has _recentlv pub- 
lished. a Report (No. 41) on ‘‘ Inland 
Waterways,” which deals with the prin- 
ciples of waterway construction, water 
supply and maintenance. The price of 
the Report is 2s. 6d. 

















April 19 1946 


OBITUARY 


PROFESSOR S. D. ADSHEAD 


We regret to record the death on 
April 11 of Professor Stanley Davenport 
Adshead, M.A., F.R.I.B.A. One who 
knew him well sends the following 
appreciation. 

The death of Stanley Adshead takes 
from us a figure unique in the architect- 
ural profession. He was a self-made man 
in the best sense of the words. He made 
his career with no help from influence or 
circumstances, and he owed his success 
purely to his personal qualities. He was 
ven handicapped by superficial disabili- 
ties. Clumsy in appearance, manner and 
speech, he had to overcome these super- 
ficialities by the impressive weight of 
sheer ability, fundamental knowledge and 
transparent honesty of aim and method. 
His hands were a curious physical expres- 
sion of his character. Big and rough and 
‘lumsy as they seemed they were yet the 
instruments of his beautiful skill as a 
draughtsman and his highly-trained art 
as a designer. 


His professional career had a_ sharp 
dividing line when he reached the age of 
41... Till then he had been a hard-working 
assistant in the offices of George Sherrin, 
Guy Dawber, Ernest George, Howard 
Ince and William Flockhart, and. he had 
had a short experience in independent 
practice. He won some smal! competitions 
and made a brilliant reputation as a 
perspective draughtsman. It is said that 
he was responsible for five out of six 
perspectives in the competition for the 
new Law Courts on the Old Bailey site 
and he retained his skill to the end. 
There was nothing flashy about his 
perspective work, no fashionable tricks, 
but a wonderful power of visualising the 
design and doing it complete justice. In 
1909 came the great change and the great 
late Lord 


chance. Endowed by the 
Leverhulme, the new School of Civic 
Design was created at Liverpool with 


Adshead as the first holder of the Chair, 
and the quarterly ‘‘ Town Planning. Re- 
view’’ as its organ. When in. 1914 
London followed Liverpool and created a 
Chair of Town Planning in the University, 
Adshead became its first Professor and 
filled the post until his retirement in 
1935, when he was followed in the Chair 
by his old pupil, Patrick Abercrombie, 
who had succeeded him in the Chair at 
Liverpool. 

Established in London, Adshead was 
soon enabled to turn his theories to prac- 
tical ends. In partnership ‘with Mr. 
Stanley Ramsey he was responsible for 
the replanning of the great Duchy of 
Cornwall estate at Kennington, and he 
was entrusted with a variety of big 
schemes throughout the country, includ- 
ing the planning of a large mining area 
at Chesterfield and ambitious plans for 
South and West Essex. He was appointed 
as consultant by many cities, towns, and 


regions. His purely architectural’ work 
included the Pavilion’ and Carnegie 
Library at Ramsgate, the Repertory 


Theatre at Liverpool, the Pavilion and 
Band Enclosure at Worthing, and a great 
deal of really good domestic work up and 
down the country. 

His great qualities were abundantly 
recognised in his lifetime. He was a mem- 
ber of the R.I.B.A. Council, ‘a Vice- 
President of the Town Planning Institute, 
a Member of the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission, and a M.A. and M.Arch. of the 
University of Liverpool. . His truest 
monument will be seen in the work of 
the great school of Town and Regional 
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Planners who are now embarking on the 
tremendous task and the unprecedented 
opportunities that lie before us. 


LORD SOUTHWOOD r 

WE record with deep regret the death of 
Viscount Southwood, Chairman and 
Managing Director of Odhams Press, Ltd., 
the printers of The Builder. Lord South- 
wood combined with extraordinary busi- 
ness ability rare qualities of heart and 
mind that found expression in all his 
business relationships as well as in the 
many works of benevolence for which he 
was better: known to the public. His 
passing will be mourned by all who knew 
him. 


CULTURAL RELATIONS 
WITH U.S.S.R. 


LETTERS FROM SOVIET ARCHITECTS 

Tue Architecture and Planning Group of 
the Society for Cultural Relations with the 
U.8.S.R., founded in 1945, has established 
direct. relations with a number of Soviet 
architects. Following are extracts from 
some recently received letters showing the 
writers’ eagerness to learn about British 
methods and views, and their willingness 
to send Soviet material in exchange. The 
manuscript referred to in Academician 
Arkin’s letter is now being translated and 
will be available shortly. 

From Academician Karo  Alabyan, 
Chairman of the VOKS Architecture Sec- 
tion, to Professor Sir Charles Reilly, 
President of the S.C.R. Architecture 
Group. 

‘* Sincere thanks for your kind letter of 
August 8 and for the very interesting ex- 
hibition ‘ Planning Your Kitchen,’ and 
for the booklet by Goldfinger and Carter 
about the new plan for London. I liked 
the exhibition and booklet immensely and 
have turned them over to the Moscow 
Architects’ Club so that my colleagues may 
examine them. 

‘* We are very glad. that an exchange of 
material has begun between Soviet archi- 
tectural organisations and the Architecture 
Group of your Society. In this same mail 
we are sending answers to the questions. 
. . . This, however, is only a beginning. 
Like you, we are planning a number of 
measures to promote a closer and more 
regalar contact and exchange of material 
and opinions.”’ 

From ‘Academician D. Arkin, Secretary 
of the VOKS Section, to Mr. Arthur 
Ding, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., Chairman 
of the S.C.R. Group. 

“In this same mail I am sending you 
detailed answers to your questions about 
Soviet architecture. . . . Several members 
of the VOKS Architecture Section col- 
laborated in drawing up the answers. . . . 

‘‘ Your suggestion about exchanging 
films was welcomed by architectural circles 
here, . . . We are leaving the selection 
to you, asking you to bear in mind only 
that we are particularly interested in 
modern housing construction (including 
interior fittings and decoration) and city 
and. community planning, landscape 
gardening, etc,”’ 

From G. F. Kuznetzov, Director of the 
Institute of Building Technique, Moscow, 
to Sir Charles Reilly. 

‘* Allow me to thank you for the Survey 
on Prefabrication issued by the Ministry 
of Works in March, 1945. I have received 
this book through VOKS and have read it 
with great interest. The development of 
prefabrication will present to us many 
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common problems, and an interchange of 
opinions will be very useful in the solving 
of them. 

“In the present Igtter I should like to 
mention one of the main problems con- 
nected with the development of prefabrica- 
tion, i.e., the modular system of dimen- 
sional co-ordination. Acquaintance with 
the predominant viewpoint on this ques- 
tion in England as stated in the Survey 
has convinced me that our methods of 
approach to the solution of modular prob- 
lems are almost the same and that we are, 
if I am not mistaken, equally far advanced 
in this respect. . . . On the other hand, 
it appears to me that there is a great 
number of basic problems in the modular 
system of dimensional co-ordination which 
present considerable difficulties for you as 
well as for us. ‘. It would be quite 
essential to have uniform international con- 
ceptions about the above-mentioned and 
other questions. I shall send to you for 
your information our works on modular 
system as soon as they are published, but 
they, of course, can’t substitute the direct 


interchange of opinions. . . . 


From Professor N. Vetchinkin, head 
of the Sector of Civil Engineering, 
Academy of Municipal Economy, Moscow, 
to Sir Charles Reiliy. 

““I was very glad to receive your kind 
letter. . . . In my letter of June 4 I asked 
for technical information on mechanised 
building methods. I had in mind the 
mechanisation of building operations on the 
actual construction site. In our country 
the manufacture of prefabricated housing 
units is called the industrialisation of 
building operations. Information on this 
subject would also be very much appre- 
ciated.” 


CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as b~cfly 
as possible.) 


Ad Progress.”’ 
To THE Epritor or The Builder. 

_ Sm,—In my opinion the building 
industry is drifting into a very chaotic 
state by reason of the fact that there are 
more large jobs being issued than can be 
absorbed by the present and_ potential 
supply of building materials and labour. 
flistory repeats itself, and a reference 
back to the report of a Committee on 
which I had the honour of serving, and 
which was specially appointed by Dr. 
Addison in 1921, revealed many problems 
that are being repeated in 1946. The 
most salient point is that if fewer housing 
projects had been launched, more would 

have been completed. : 

One would. assume that in this era of 
form. filling the Ministry of Works would 
have a very fair idea of the available 
labour and material, and endeavour to 
release only that volume of work which 
would be commensurate with the availa- 
bility of labour and material. 

In one London borough, which shall be 
nameless, they have probably as many 
millions of pounds worth of flats and the 
like issued as there are available brick- 
layers. It may be refreshing to see so 
many essential homes started, but for 
reasons given the completion is pushed 
into the dim and distant future. 

No one would seek to put the brake on 
the creation of essential homes, but it is 
doubtful if ‘that desirable end is not 
bemg frustrated by the issue of more 
work than the industry can absorb. 

F. J. Gaver. 

London, E.9. 
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GLASGOW REVISITED 


AN AMERICAN IMPRESSION, 

THERE is nothing more satisfactory than 
a.visit to a strange city; for, setting aside 
the present difficulties of travel, there is 
the. stimulus. of new scenes and the thrill 
of. extending personal experience. Twelve 
hours in a railroad car, attended by the 
pangs-of hunger and the mental torture of 
incipient. claustrophobia, is heavy. tollage 
indeed. Yet the reward must appear equal, 
especially ~when the quest concerns a 
glimpse of Scottish city life. 

It, is a far cry from the luminosity of the 
Middle West to the darkness which 
wrapped the modern hospice of St. Enoch 
in gloom, but comparisons would be imper- 
tinent, and under present circumstances 
no true, citizen of the United States of 
America would dare to grumble. Those 
aching passengers who left the cars.on 
such a dark and wintry night found the 
drifting sleet most cruelly uninviting. 
Everybody of sense was apparently snugly 
indoors, not excepting those obsequious 
lay brothers who usually carry trunks. 
What a _ predicament for a forlorn 
descendant of Rip Van Winkle, who but 
for individual tenacity might have come 
to an icy end in the Broomielaw. 


If the hospice was dark without there 
were plenty of lights within, and, what is 
of moment, suitable refreshment, and so, as 
the diarist remarks, to bed. In these days 
the wise traveller fends for himself: he 
times the hours of rest, fills his own tub, 
cleans his boots and selects his breakfast 
table. He does not distribute largesse, 
because all gratuities are compounded in 
the bill. Sight-seeing, however, costs 
nothing; it is the mildest form of 
indulgence. To the American it is as the 
breath of life;.and even those familiar 
with local topography like to be reminded 
of things they see every day. 

On a particular morning a grey fog 
obscured the perspective of the imposing 
streets, blurring the innumerable features 
of the palatial buildings to pleasing uni- 
tormity. In Glasgow the classical manner 
is dominant, recalling in miniature the 
classic revivalist style of New York. The 
old architects evidently paid attention to 
detail and did’ not scruple to follow 
Greek and Roman precedent. At certain 
points the ambulator will fancy himself in 
the fora of the Augustan age: at 
others he will reflect upon the influence 
of the Italian palazzi. For in the course 
of a hundred years the city has gathered 
to itself the features of divers architec- 
tural styles, not forgetting the qualities 
of the native tradition. For such reasons 
Glasgow possesses a cosmopolitan air of 
nonchalance such as is usually associated 
with Paris. 

Yet, notwithstanding the goodly pro- 
portions of the sashed windows and the 
precision of the masonry, the ensemble is 
marred by slatternly accretions. e 
critic, ‘friendly or otherwise, should be 
allowed to express his reactions to civic 
shortcomings without arousing abuse, It 
1s one of the privileges accorded to a 
foreigner to sketch the face of. any city 
which takes his fancy. If the shops of 
Glasgow are evidence of wealth, then it is 
indeed surprising that such lavish expen- 
diture should have been productive of 
such poor results. Hoots and toots, the 
shops are untidy, the goods are badly dis- 
played, while the signs and fascias are 
atrocious to the eye. A sort of metallic 


disease seems to have broken out on the 
basement storeys of all but a few select 
buildings. Never before has such a medley 
of non-ferrous metals been assembled to 
disgrace Celtic aspirations. The pernicious 
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trivialities of the,Great. White Way. or the 
horrors of Manhattan do not provide a 
palliative. Such abominations can be 
switched off. But no Scotch mist can hide 
distorfed lettering, or soften the crudity 
of assertive baile § heu fugaces, 
how the old architects of Glasgow would 
rage if they could return to see such 
things... Possibly the city fathers may read 
this account and pass some regulation. to 
prevent further perversions of civic taste? 
There are, however, some few exceptions 
to prove the general shortcomings, Stately 
banks and offices, noble stores, elegant 
bookshops, can, be encountered, but these 
are but scattered oases. in a boundless 
desert. Small wonder that pedestrians look 
neither to the right nor left; seemingly 
ordinary folk are bewildered. Passing from 
the shopping streets to the older residential 
quarters brings | Some meagurey of relief. 
Here the architecture is, superb, the porti- 
coed entrances cénvincing,: the’scale meti- 
culous, Thought turns to those fortunate 
beings who’ formérly “kept ‘state “in these 
vast mansions. Could they have foreseen the 
neglect and desolation which have ever- 
taken their homes, half the joy of ambi+ 
tion would. have departed. from their 
hearts. A hundred years' ago these self- 
same streets promised . equality with 
ancient Palmyra; now. they have 
degenerated to the status of office tene- 
ments, and in some cases have reached 
Balcluthan depths. 

Time is, indeed, a leveller. and spares 
neither men nor cities. Those who pro- 
jected these gracious streets had some 
idea of architectural dignity. The archi- 
tects who drew, up the plans were versed 
in classical precedent, the masons were 
skilled in the science of stereotomy. The 
lawyers who arranged the feuing were 
astute men of business. A hundred vears 
ago the growing prosperity of the seaport, 
its connection with America and the 
development of overseas trade gave rise to 
families willing to accept the responsibility 
of civic pride. Judging from the expendi- 
ture on building there must have been a 
prevalent desire for permanence. Alas! 
the instability of human prescience could 
not be gauged. Americans have experi- 
enced similar changes in Broadway, and 
have regrets for the decay of Colonial 
Boston. and sorrow for the décrepitude of 
mens of Philadelphia. Massed populations 

ave the power to form char iels in upex- 
pected directions; the result is almost. in- 
variably the same, Thus the fate which 
overtook Old Rome seems inevitable, and 
the spirit of Crassus undying. In spite of 
its undulations—and there are many steep 
gradients—the skyline of Glasgow tends 
to be horizontal. True, there are Gothic 
Spires and classical towers, as well as 
cupolas and lanterns, There are the tall 
chimney-stacks of industry and the huge 
bulk of bonded warehouses. It is, however. 
the ensemble which makes a city, and 
the mass demands a focal point. And 
here, at long last, is the Cathedral, its 
sombre bulk relieved by pinnacles lit by 
the first rays of the sun. 

From this the eye turns to the heights 
on the southern side of the ancient build- 
ing where the interest is even more divert- 
ing. Here is the famous Necropolis, and 
for a moment astonishment prevails. 
Certes, the rich merchants and their advo- 
cates, middlemen, sea captains, engineers, 
with their respective families, are sepul- 
tured very handsomely. 

‘Mortality behold and fear, 

What a change of flesh is here.”’ 
Thus sang. old Beaumont in the seven- 
teenth century, and what fitting epitaph 
could be given to this Piranesian fantasy 
contributed by the architects and statuaries 
of the mid-nineteenth century... Such 
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scenes are a retreshi ight for a wan- 
go opening @ ALT FB tor research. 

esides.. epit ing a 2 se oi 
Scottish’ alee att. behets Ethicon, 
mausoleums and sarcophagi vieing with 
the specimens of the Appian Way or the 
cemeteries of Egyptian Thebes engender 
awe and respect. ~As-a tribute to such an 
overwhelming preponderance of: memorials 
in the vicinity of the Cathedral, the ecclesi- 
astical guardians have ordered their own 
precincts, every gravestone being levelled 
with, the turf. There was wisdom in this 
procedure, for the Cathedral is the finest 
example of Scottish Gothic of the thir 
teenth century, and as such demands space 
for its setting. This, then, represents the 
stony heart of, the city, a just, commen- 
tary on vanity and pride, 

Mediaeval architects seldom erred in 
selecting sites for their, works. In the case 
of Glasgow Cathedral there is evidence of 
deliberate choice of site. For nothing else 
can explain the ingenious planning of the 
Lower Church and _ interesting vaulted 
chapels, 

Thus, while the austere mass of the 
building soars above the city, a fitting 
termination to High-street, and from the 
west conforms to normal arrangement, th« 
eastern portion takes on greater elevation. 
For this reason alone the finest point from 
whence to view the building is the south- 
eastern corner of the churchyard. From 
this vantage the Quire is on the upper 
storey, with the Lower Church above the 
level of the ground, buttressed by one oi? 
the two porches which themselves are novel 
in form, Strangely enough, very few Ameri. 
can tourists appear to have visited this 
splendid church. The usual tour began 
with Edinburgh and Stirling, took in 
Roslyn Chapel and Melrose, and ended with 
Jedburgh. From thence the average 
sightseer passed to Durham and York. 

The interior of Glasgow Cathedral is no 
less impressive than the stern exterior, It 
is free from monuments, somewhat over- 
pewed and darkened by wretched 
stained glass from Munich. The stone 
screen or pulpitum which divides the 
Quire from the Nave reveals a typical 
French jubé. This is a feature which is 
unique, even in Scofland, and with the 
supporting altars marks the double entry 
to the Lower Church. To describe the 
Sacristy, the Chapter House, the Chapel 
of the Five Altars, would need a special 
monograph. No doubt such a work is 
extant and should be consulted by the 
learned. But its lore would be above the 
average American mind. 

From the midst of so much grandeur 
and so many mistaken nineteenth-century 
embellishments, a small example of 
modern art struck a ray of hope. It was 
in the form of an illuminated manuscript, 
rich in gold, black, and red, with lettering 
of extraordinary legibility. The gratitude 
of all Glasgow should go out to the artist 
for this manuscript, which bears the modest 
initials A. C. Once again the Church has 
provided sanctuary. for true art. The 
precincts of the Cathedral offer many 
contrasts. To the north stands the vast 
and many-windowed Infirmary. To the 
west is an assemblage of modern Gothic 
buildings, including a church with a 
truncated fléche. These encroachments on 
old-time amenities are somewhat modified 
by the preservation of ‘‘ Provands Lord 
ship,’”’ the oldest house in Glasgow. 

Americans are not easily deceived by 
‘spurious antiquity, though they may b: 
prone to idolatry where true and 
intrinsic. beauty attracts. Then there 
arises genuine respect for treasures o/ 
imponderable quality. It is realised tha‘ 
even the almighty dollar has limits o: 
purchasing value. The very name “‘ Pro- 
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vands Lodging ’’ conjures up in the mind 
a picture of Scottish social history. Now 
the overbearing claims of ostentation are 
swept aside, and the minuti# of past 
domestic life has fuller meaning. 
Externally the Lodging is unassuming; 
nine persons out of ten’ would pass it un- 
noticed. The corbie-stepped gabled front 
and the charming’inner court at first sight 
escape the eye. This simple house dates 
from 1471. It was built as a residence for 
the master of the Hospital of St. Nicholas, 
with the additional purpose of providing 
quarters for certain clergy. Its endow- 
ment: consisted of certain ‘“teinds” or 
“ spiritualitie.”” And so the house con- 
tinued giving shelter to monarchs and 
lesser folk until in the eighteenth century 
it reverted to use as a common hostelry. 
Now, thanks to the devoted care of Glas- 
gow antiquaries, it is safeguarded against 
all ordinary dangers. Privileged indeed 
is he who is conducted through the apart- 
ments by candlelight. Then the effects 
of light and shade become Rembrandt- 
esque, the ghosts of former worthies start 
from the antique chairs, the oaken tables 
and court cupboards have a rectitude 
which is apposite. There are the by- 
gones of old Scottish life, the fire-dogs, 
andirons, spits and toasters, once in use 
in the days of Mary Queen of “Scots. 
There: are tankards, wooden candle- 
snufférs, lanthorns, such as fonnd favour 
with Deaeon Brodie, and all the impedi- 
menta of other days. 

From such things can be gained at first 
hand real knowjedge of the past. It is 
possible to ascertain with exactitude the 
various art. influences which came to 
Scotland from the Netherlands and from 
France. Shades of Clouet, Vredeman de 
Vries, Du Cerceau, and Peter. Paul 
Rubens, not to forget the innumerable 
that your terrestrial efforts were not all in 
vain. 4 

And so this impression must end. At 
best it is) but. a. rambling sketch, but its 
compilation -has. given. pleasure to the 
writer, and perchance the account may 
please those who will. take the trouble to 
go over the same ground. 

Joun K. McCtrnrocn. 
Chicago, Mich, 


R.L.B.A. 


COUNCIL MINUTES 
FoLtowine are notes from the. minutes 
of the Council Meeting on March 12 :— 
Post-War Hospital Buildings.—It. was 
decided to set up a committee consisti 
of: C. G. Stillman, J. Murray Easton, H. 
M. Fairweather, A. W. Kenyon, Lionel 
Pearson, and an official architect ‘to be 
nominated. 

The Committee will have power to co-opt 
other members as may be veg ts 
initial task will be to formulate R.I.B.A. 
policy in . regard to post-war. hospital 
ect Bobesqueniy, when ag 
policy has been agreed, it is proposed to 
told @ joint conference with fhe medical 
authorities primarily concerned: 

Value Payments.—It was ‘decided that 
the support of the R.LB.A. should be 
given to a memorandum of a conference 
convened: by the Association of British 
Chambers of Commerce on war damaged 
premises, which incorporates the following 
resolution ‘on Value, Payments, for sub- 
mission'to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer 7 E 

‘That the War Damage Commission 
and thé Treasury be asked to give: an 
assurance that in oP gee in ne 
value, payment ‘wou ayable in 
resaaee ae premises that Aaa been 
destroyed by enemy action, the powers 
contained in Section 11 of the War 





statuaries of Holland, how ye must delight 1945 
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Damage Act, 1943, should be exexcised 
to ensure that the amount of such pay- 
ments shall-be increased by a sum equal 
to such proportion of the amount com- 
puted as provided by the Act as my 
compensate proprietary interests in suc 
_ premises in respect of the rise in build- 

ing costs since March 31, 1939.”’ 

Lutyens Memorial Fund.—It_ was de- 
cided to make a contribution of 100 
guineas to the Lutyens Memorial Fund. 

Probationership of the R.I.B.A. List 
of Recognised Examinations.—It was de- 
cided that the preliminary examination of 
the Royal Institute of the Architects of 
Treland should be included in the list of 
examinations recognised for the pro- 
bationership. 

Southend School of Architecture.—On 
the recommendation of the Board of 
Architectural Education, it was decided 
that recognition of the three years’ full- 
time course in this school for exemption 
from the R.1I.B.A. Intermediate Examina- 
tion should be continued under the usual 
conditions. 

RI.B.A. Distinction in Town Planning. 
—The R.I.B.A. Distinction in Town 
Planning has been awarded to the follow- 
ing members of the R.I.B.A., who are 
also members of the Town Planning Insti- 
tute: F. R. Steele (F). R. G. M. Chase 
(A), H. A. R. Govan (A), L. F. I. Wolters 


R.1.B.A. Examinations in Belfast.—A 
suggestion by the Royal Society of Ulster 
Architects that Belfast should become a 
permanent non-metropolitan examination 
centre has been accepted. 

The Ashpitel Prize, 1945—The Ash- 
hg Prize for 1945 has been awarded to 

. Derek Fuller Wrigley (School of 
Architecture, © Manchester Municipal 
School’ of Art), who obtained the highest 
marks in the final examination held in 


The R.I.B.A. announce that the follow- 
ing resignations have been accepted with 


regret: William He: Ludlow, O.B.E. 
(a) Ginteee operaciones : Harry 
ward iRoskruge (L); Abel Round (L). 


The following applications for Retired 
Memberships were approved: As Retired 
Fellow, omas liam Turnbull 
Richardson; as Retired Associate, Henry 
Unwin. 


MAINTENANCE SCHOLARSHIPS IN 
ARCHITECTURE 


The Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects offer for award in July the following 
Maintenance Scholarships in Architecture 
tenable from October 1, 1946: (a) An 
R.LB.A. 4th and 5th year Maintenance 
Scholarship of £60 to enable students who 
have passed the Intermediate stage to com- 
plete an approved course at a School of 
Architecture _ recogni for exemption 
from the R.I.B.A. Final Examination; (b) 
Two R.IB.A. Houston Main ce 
Scholarships of a maximum value of £125 
per annum each, available for any stage of 
training at a recognised School of Amchi- 
tecture, and awarded in the first instance 
for one year. They are renewable from 

ear to year; (c) The Artists’ General 
Benevolent Institution § Maintenance 
Scholarship of a maximum of £125 
annum is available in the first instance for 
one year and renewable for two further 
periods of one year each (open only to 
orphans or sons or daughters of an archi- 
tect or artist); (d) Zhe Builder Mainten- 
ance Scholarship. This Scholarship is of 
the value of er annum and is tenable 
as an ordinary Seisteatas Scholarship 
or’as a 4th and: 5th year Maintenance 
Scholarship; (e) The Howe Green 4th and 
5th year Tiscatenance Scholarship. of: £40 
to enable students who have passed the 
Intermediate stage to complete'an approved 
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course atya School of Architecture recog- 
nised for’ exemption from the R.I1.B. 
Final Examination: 

The scholarships, except where other- 
wise stated, will be tenable in the first 
instance for one year and renewable for 
two further periods of one year each. Th 
are intended to enable promising students, 
whose parents or pmol hove have not the 
necessary means, to attend approved 
courses at the Schools of Architecture 

nised. for exemption from the 
R.L.B.A. examinations. Students already 
taking such a course are also eligible to 
apply for a Scholarship. The Scho i 
are available for students residing 
Great Britain. 

Particulars and forms of application 
may be obtained on application to the 
Secretary to the Board of Architectural 
Education, R.I.B.A., 066, Portland-place, 
London, W.1. The soning date for the 
receipt of applications is June 1. 


INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED 


ARCHITECTS 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THE annual general meeting of the In- 
stitute of Registered Architects was held 
at the Waldorf Hotel on March 30, when 
an address was given by the President, 
Mr. W. H. Scantan, F.S.1 In the course 
of this he said they viewed the existing 
position of housing and bnilding generally 
with grave concern, for in no direction 
could they feel satisfied that the profes- 
sion, or ind those specialised in the 
direction of building operations, were 
enabled to function with that freedom of 
action which was an essential factor if 
the needs of tlie country were to- be met. 
The present conditions in the building 
industry, with increasing costs and lower- 
ing output, were anticipated by their 
Council when the “ Pooling System ’’ 
under local authorities was initiated, and 
they gave expression to their views in a 
memorandum to the Chairman of the War 
Damage Commission in 1944. The pre- 
vailing costs of building staggered and 
confused all who had practical experi- 
ence of building—and contractors hesitated 
to estimate. All the pre-war standards 
of the relative costs of labour and materials 
were valueless. It must, with reluctance, 
be admitted that this had, in the main, 
been. brought about by the falling off in 
the output of labour. due, in large measure, 
to the absence of that spirit of mutual 
understanding which was formerly a dis- 
tinctive feature of the -relationshi 
amongst craftsmen in the industry. He 
could not conceive of any improvement. 
until traditional building was restored, for 
that would permit all concerned, from 
the architect to the labourer, to exercise 
their respective skill and peapelas 
Before that could be done, homes provided 
or buildings restored, there must be some 
simplification and readjustment of the 
existing lations and controls, de- 
signed to eliminate the of time 
and labour involved in obtaining consents 
by a series of departments and authorities. 
In the case of major repairs or rebuilding, 
a period of from four to six months was 
wasted before it was possible to contem- 
plate starting the actual work on site. 

During the war many fine old. build- 
ings had been meer An ae 
examples of architectural history. It was 
h that, in the rebuilding, those re- 
sponsible would ensure that every ‘effort 
was made. to ae harmony. © The 
appearance of buildings made a valuable 
contribution to the happiness of the citizen. 

Concluding, the speaker thanked those 
members who supported his appeal for the 
robe meer Deseret agp and | 
was to sa this year’s appea 
grodecsd a socal result. 
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IN. PARLIAMENT. 
HOUSING FINANCE BILL 


Houses or Flats. 

During. the Committee stage of the 
Bill; Lorp BaLrouR oF BUBLEIGH moved 
an amendment to Clause 4 to enable the 
Minister, where he was satisfied that 
the standard amount of the annual 
Exchequer contribution ‘under this 
section and the first schedule would 
enable the rent of a house to be substan- 
tially lower than the rent of a comparable 
flat which could have been provided on 
the same site, to reduce the amount of 
the annual Exchequer contribution, 
provided that the reduction did not 
exceed the amount of the difference 
between the total loan charges on the 
house aNd those which would have been 
payable on a comparable flat. He said 
that while in congested areas flats were 
it was generally agreed that 


necessary, 3 , 
where single family houses were possible 
they were more to be desired, The 


Government had agreed with a general 
policy of dispersal and of lowering the 
density in congésted areas. The Bill did 
not seem to be in line with that policy, 
and seemed to. give a definite bias in 
- favour of flats. The subsidy was based 
on the idea that an ordimary three- 
bedroomed house of about 900 ft. would 
cost £1,000, exclusive of the land, The 
ordinary three-bedroomed flat would cost 
£1,460. “That meant an inferior dwelling 
for £460 extra. That’would be an absurd 
extravagance. 
Lorp Henprrson, for the Govern- 
ment, denied that they had a bias in 
favour of flats. It was essential that 
areas. should be mainly developed by 
planning. The Government’s position 
was that, in the case of expensive sites 
in built-up areas, local authorities were 
free to choose, if they wanted to, a larger 
building subsidy, and, if so, they must 
build flats. The higher subsidy was not 
offered as an inducement to build flats 
rather than houses. It was because of 
the’ high cost of land in central areas. 
Lorp LatHam opposed the amendment, 
but LorpD SaMvEL supported. it, arguing 
that if the Government did give a bias in 
one direction or another, it should be in 
favour of houses rather than flats. 


Lorp Appison,. Secretary of State for 
the Dominions, assured the House that 
there was a bias in favour of flats. But 
between now and reporting, the Govern- 
ment would look into the wording to see 
if it could be made clearer. 

The ameidment was withdrawn. 


The Four-to-One Ratio. 

In the Commons, Mr. A. Bevan, the 
Minister of Health, replied to a number 
of. questions about the ratio of 4 to 1 
houses for local authorities and private 
enterprise. He said : The great majority of 
local authorities have exercised with pro- 

er discretion the powers to license the 
building of new houses by private per- 
sons in addition to their own housing 
programme. In some areas, however, 
as hon. Members will see from Appen- 
dix B» to the Monthly Housing Return, 
the local authorities have not preserved 
2 proper proportion between the num- 
ber of licences issued and the size of 
their, own. programme; in. other areas 
they have gone further and issued 
licences far in excess of the whole 
building capacity of the district: 1 will 
deal with these two points separately. 

The principal need of people to-day) is 
a house to be let at a comparatively low 
rent: this ‘can only be provided. by the 
tocal authorities. I have said that local 
autbority house building should, in view 
of the needs.of the people, be in the 
ratio of 4 houses to 1 built by private 
enterprise, the latter being normally a 
house for sale. The 4 to 1 ratio is in- 


tended to be a rough overall guide to 
local authorities and has not been issued 
as a specific direction to be adhered to 
strietly in each case, irrespective of the 
circumstances. 
Return for 


However, the Housi 


February 28 shows that 
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licences had been issued for near! 
54,000 houses to be constructed by or. 
vate ee while tenders had been 
approved for only just over 57,000 houses 
to be constructed by local authorities. 
This is not related to the needs of the 
situation. 

I have, therefore, instructed certain 
authorities that no further licences 
should be issued for the time bein 
without my consent. The number o 
these authorities is 161 out of the total 
of 1,469. 

In 32 of these 161 areas there is the 
further difficulty that licensing was com- 
pletely out of proportion to local re- 
sources in labour and materials, and it 
must be obvious that where more 
licences are issued than can be met by 
the labour and materials available, the 
effect is to injure either the local 
authorities’ own building programme or 
that of its neighbours. The local 
authorities in those areas were, there- 
fore, asked to review the licences ai- 
ready issued with a. view to cancelling 
or modifying those which had not yet 
been acted upon, or had only partially 
been acted upon, I cannot say how 
many licences have been withdrawn as 
a result of this instruction. No licence 
should have been withdrawn where the 
house had béen begun, but I understand 
that’ that has happened in one or two 
cases, and I am in touch with the loca! 
authorities. 

MajoR BramisH: Is the Minister 
aware that one result of this narrow- 
minded and preladiced povey: will be 
that thousands and. probably tens of 
thousands of families will have to wait 
months longer ‘than is necessary before 
getting their own roof over their heads? 

Mr. Bevan: Is it not obvious that as 
the limiting factor on house building is 
not the number of contractors or specu- 
lative builders, but the supply of labour 
and _ building. materials, the additional 
number. of houses. built. for sale must 
be at the expense of building houses 
to let? I don’t expect the logic of that 
to sink into members opposite. It is 
perfectly obvious that the issue of 
licences by local ‘authorities who are 
not fully co-operating with the Ministry’s 
programme is resulting in putting the 
whole of; that programme: out of .syn- 
chronisation. \Ji,.we are, to. plan the 
whole programme properly we must have 
synchronisation of that sort.. Further 
more, there are some authorities who 
appear to have been actuated by political 
prejudice. 

- Mr. Lreson_: May’ T ask’: .ié right hon. 
gentleman whether it would not have 
been  better..to have forbidden those 
authorities to give any further licences 
rather than instructing them to cancel 
licences already issued in view of the 
fact that what he proposes to do amounts 
virtually to a breach of contract? 
Many people have begun work. 

Mr. Bevan: The hon. Member is 
under a misapprehension. In the first 
place I have not prohibited them issuing 
further licences: In the second place 
a licence not operated: within two months 
is automatically cancelled. Where work 
has begun licences are not cancelled or 
ought not to be, and therefore no dam- 
age has been done. ! 

Mr. Gammans: Does the Minister 
mean that because a local authority has 
not got on to the job sooner men should 
stand idle rather than that houses should 
be built by private enterprise? 


Mr. Bevan: It almost invariably 
happens that. in these . circumstances 
local authorities in the neighbourhood 


have got building programa? and are 
denied. labour and material because 
other local authorities are behind in 
their own programmes and are artifici- 
ally stimulating the building of houses 
for sale. 

MR: Courcumi: That is not answer- 


ing the question. 

a Bevan : It. is well known that the 
right hon, gentleman is well informed 
on these subjects. The fact is that in 
those circumstances the local authorities 
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are not denied the right to issue licenc 
but it is essential that the local authori, 
ties should act co-operatively in this 
persia and cane rmit one local 
uthori e advantage of the ac- 
tivities Of another. et fe 

Mz. WALKER SMITH: “Will the Minister 
Say whether before taking this harsh 
and drastic action he reviewed the 

tentialities of private enterprise to 
uild houses to let in conjunction with 
building societies? Will he further say 
whether in the ratio of 4 to V the 
houses to be built in the new scheme by 
private enterprise for sale to local 
Seoetite will count in the four or the 
one 

Mr. Bivan: The answer, as the hon. 
Member probably knows, is that I am 
in consultation with representatives of 
the building contractors with a view to 
the building of houses for sale to the 
local authorities. Where that is done 
they will count as local authority houses 
and not as houses built for sale because 
they will be bought by. the Jocai 
authority to let. I would remind hon. 
members opposite that we have already 
built far more houses in six months fol- 
lowing the end of the war than were 
built in the three years at the end of 
the last war. 


WAGES IN THE BUILDING 


MATERIALS INDUSTRIES 


NEW BASIC MINIMUM. 


Wace advances in the’ building con- 
struction and other industries thave so 
disturbed the balance of! wages between 
one imdustry and another that the 
employers in the building materials 
industries have agreed to set aside the 
agreement stabilising wages ‘in those 
industries till the autumn of this year and 
to make an advance in the second week 
of May. 

The new basie minimum rate is to be 
1s. 11d. an hour, an increase of 2}d. and 
90 per cent. in excess of the minimum 
rate in force before the war. There are 
differential and piece rates for semi-skilled 
and skilled workers. Payment is to be 
made for six statutory holidays ach year, 
in addition to the annual holiday with 
pay. 


Bricks for Scottish Housing. 


A call for an intensive productive effort 
in the brick-making industry in Scotland 
and a tribute for recent increases were 
given by Mr. George Buchanan, M_P., 
Joimt Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State for Scotland, when he met a large 
number of representatives of the industry 
in Glasgow. Announcing that he intended 
to meet also in the near future the opera- 
tives in the industry, Mr. Buchanan ex- 
pressed his appreciation of the energetic 
action the employers had been taking to 
build up the output of an industry which 
had suffered serious depletion of its 
labour strength through the war. 

But the° demands for “bricks for 
the housing ‘programme, said Mr. 
Buchanan, would increase on 3 
formidable scale, calling for an intense 
productive. effort. He assured: the em- 
ployers that he had already taken action 
to remove difficulties in the way of pro- 
duction, and would extend it in any way 
that they might think helpful, whether in 
the matter of labour, transport, plant, 
special training, or otherwise: 

In a discussion which followed, he 
answered a number of questions and 
assured the brickmakers that various sug- 
gestions t forward; ‘and difficulties 
centioned, 1 would be Ge into at; once. 

The meeting gave Mr. Bu the 
assuranee that he could count on their 
fullest iy YB a and thanked him for 
what he had already done, and had under- 
taken at the meeting to do, to help the 
industry. . 
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PRIVATE BUILDERS AND 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
“FRIENDLY RIVALS—NOT ENEMIES” 


**Prrvate builders are in no sense 
enemies of the local authorities. The two 
should be, and, but for Mr. Bevan, would 


be, friendly rivals in achieving economic 
and efficient production.” , SO 
Forsprxs, President of the National 


Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
said this at a luncheon given in his honour 
by the Yorkshire Federation of Building 
Trades Employers—Mr. Forsdike is a 
Yorkshire man—in Hull last week. 

*‘In my experience,”. he proceeded, 
“‘there is ample room for both private 
builder and local authority, and I am sure 
there are many hard-worked local author- 
- officials who welcomed the assistance 
which the private builder gave them in 
the past, and would welcome it if it could 
be given again. Mr. Bevan’s latest scheme 
for making use of the small builder is a 
step in the right direction. It shows that 
the Minister of Health, as the National 
Federation prophesied many months ago, 
is being educated by the facts. 

“TI believe that if Mr. Bevan would 
authorise local authorities to hand over 
part of their work to private builders and 
give these builders a relatively free hand 
to get on with the job he would surprise 
even his detractors by the number of 
houses he would get before the end of 
the year. Mr. Bevan believes in planning, 
but he maintains that the speculative 
builder is unplannable. I maintain that 
the 5 yg ue builder can be brought 
into Mr. Bevan’s present plan, and the 

sooner the Minister brings him in the 

better. 

‘‘The National Federation represents 
both contract and private builders. As 
contract builders we are, as we were be- 
fore the war, co-operating both with the 
Government and local authorities, and 
Mr. Bevan has acknowledged that co- 
operation in a cordial letter to the National 
Federation. But as private builders we 
have been told, politely, that’ our co- 
ae is not wanted on any consider- 
able scale. Yet Mr. Bevan’s two White 
Papers show that private builders have 
made a bigger contribution to the pro- 
vision of permanent houses than any other 
agency That contribution, I maintain, 
would have been much bigger had the 
private builder been encoura instead 
of discouraged, and I cannot: believe that 
the shortage of materials is so acute that 
enough could not have been found for the 
completion of many more thousands of 
houses.”’ 

Referring to the special conditions in 
Hull, Mr. Forsdike said that builders 
were citizens first and builders afterwards, 
and both as citizens and as builders they 
wished to see blitzed cities given space 
help so that their much-needed _rehabilita- 
tion might be speeded up. Builders would 

ive, and give willingly, all practicable 

elp, but their experience convinced them 
that a Building Corporation such as that 
reported in the Press to be proposed by 
the Minister of Works could not bring 
effective help to these cities within any 
reasonable time. Special help was needed 
now, not in several years’ time, and the 
builders were willing to work out with 
the Government the best ways of meeting 
that need. se 

“The materials situation,” concluded 
Mr. Forsdike, ‘‘is most serious. The 
National Federation warned the Govern- 
ment immediately after they took office 
that it was no good getting the men out 
of the Forces to build houses unless they 
ensured manufacture of the necessary 
materials. 

“* By far the most important task before 
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those of us who represent the builders and 
the building trades operatives today is to 
secure an increase in output. Both sides 
of the industry, employers and operatives, 
whose relations, I am glad to say, have 
never been more cordial, are hard at work 
on this, and here, I must say, we are 
receiving all possible help from Mr. George 
Tomlinson, the Minister of Works. Once 
again the building industry is leading the 
way. Regional ‘as well as National Joint 
Production Councils had been set up. 
The finishing touches are now being put 
on the machinery, and I hope that very 
soon it will be possible to make a joint 
announcement which will be a model for 
other industries.” 


CAST IRON IN MODERN 


BUILDING 
ITS WIDE APPLICATIONS 


Tue wide application of cast iron in 
modern building work was referred to by 
Mr. J. G. Pearce, M.Sc., M.I.Mech.E., 
M.LE.E., F.Inst.P., on Wednesday, April 
10, when he addressed the Royal Society 
of Arts. Mr. J. GaLsrairH SNEDDON, 
Director and Secretary of the British Iron- 
founders’ Association, presided. 

Mr. Pearce, who is Director of the 
British Cast Iron Research Association, 
in the course of his paper entitled. ‘‘ Cast 
Iron in Contemporary Building and En- 
gineering ’’’ defined the nature of cast 
iron and after briefly dealing with its 
history went on to describe its manu- 
facture and uses, 

The variety of applications of cast iron 
[said the speaker] reveals its ubiquity. The 
tunnel segments of underground railways, 
roadways like the Mersey Tunnel, 
and transport signs, grids and manhole 
covers, telephone kiosks and pillar boxes, 
ipes, are made in this material. In the 
home, stoves and cookers for gas, elec- 
tricity and solid fuel, radiators, lawn 
mowers, baths, boilers, switch boxes, 
hollow-ware, are found, frequently in-a 
variety of finishes. 

The industry is: spread throughout this 
country, operates through 1,750 establish- 
ments widely varying in size, but employ 
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ing in the aggregate about 100,000 people; 
The output in normal times is roughly 
divided ag to one-third for castings for 
domestic uses, architecture, building and 
civil: engineering, and ‘the -remainder for 
industry — engineéring, chemical and 
metallurgical. 

British ironfounders intend to exploit in 
every way possible the resources and skill 
of British workers, scientists and managers 
in making the fullest use of iron castings. 
Once design is agreed, production is com- 
paratively rapid and the engineer is able 
to obtain the most varied sections in one 
piece and the architect and domestic user 
can obtain products to which the fullest 
modern resources in design are applied. 

With such a wealth of material avail- 
able, the speaker continued, illustrations 
of contemporary building, architectural 
and domestic applications were difficult to 
choose, but he showed lantern slides of 
a bank counter screen and window, fin- 
ished in bronze, and the window surrounds 
and panels of Lothian House, Edinburgh. 

Various other illustrations were shown 
of other uses of cast iron in building and 
architectural work including those of 
modern. staircase handrails, combustion 
stoves, electric heaters, cooking equipment 
and many plumbing components. 

The speaker concluded by saying that 
with the co-operation of the British Iron- 
founders’ Association, the British Cast 
Iron Research ‘Association has established 
a Building Uses Department, in charge of 
a consulting architect, to supply authorita- 
tive information to builders, architects, 
designers, surveyors, local authorities and 
students on the building, architectural 
and domestic uses of cast iron. 


“NO BUILDING BY THE 


GOVERNMENT ”’ 
WARNING BY BUILDERS’ DIRECTOR 


Tue suggestion that the Government 
might set up a Building Corporation of its 
own to build houses in the badly damaged 
towns of En was strongly criticised 
last week by Mr. G. H. A. Hughes, direc- 
tor of the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation at a meeting of the No. 1 area. 

The Government’s proposal, said Mr. 
Hughes, would not add anything to the 
labour and materials available for the 
building programme. If, as is proposed, 
they enrolled 10,000 men in this Corpora- 
tion it would mean 10,000. men fewer in 
the building industry proper. These men 
could only be attracted there by higher 
wages and more favourable conditions 
than those jointly agreed within the 
industry, and this might well have the 
effect of upsetting the cordial relationship 
and the domestic’ control of conditions 
that have so long existed in the building 
industry itself. gt 

Houses built by such a building cor- 
poration would certainly not be erected 
any more cheaply, and there would be 
difficulties in checking the actual cost. 
And as this work would not be under- 
taken in competition within the building 
industry it would, in fact, be a perpetua- 
tion of cost-plus at its very worst, 

“The people of London,” said Mr. 
Hughes, *‘ know what happens when the 
Government undertakes building opera- 
tions, and I am satisfied that every single 
householder who has had building opera- 
tives working for the Government or the 
local authority in his house on bomb 
damage repairs would vote immediately 
against the very idea of letting the 
Government manage the rebuilding of the 
‘blitzed’ towns like Coventry and Ply- 
mouth. And if he did not, his wife most 
certainly would.” 
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BUILDING MATERIALS AND 


COMPONENTS 


M.o.H. SCHEME’ FOR PRIORITY 
DISTRIBUTION 

A scHeme for Priority Distribution of 
Building Materials and Components is 

ublished as a supplement to Ministry of 

ealth circular 76/46 :— 

The essence of the scheme is_ that 
orders for materials and components re- 
quired for all housing and other W.B.A. 
works will be identified by a priority 
symbol which will be honoured by 
merchants and manufacturers in prefer- 
ence to non-priority orders so that goods 
in short supply will fiow automatically 
from the usual trade channels to priority 
work. Arrangements have been discussed 
with representatives of the manufacturers 
and the distributors of building materials, 
and April 25 has been agreed as the date 
from which they. will be made operative 
by manufacturers and distributors. The 
materials and Sage, ys Tete covered by the 
scheme include all items which are in 
general short supply or which are liable 
to become so in the near future. 

The arrangements will apply both to 
the Council’s own housing schemes and 


housi work carried out under licence 
with W.B.A. priority. 
Procedure. 


The procedure for the operation of the 
scheme is described in the following para- 
graphs, which should be carefu fol- 
owed by all concerned. 

At the time when the local authority 
notify the contractor of the W.B.A. num- 
ber of his contract they should supply 
to him four blank Materials Priority 
Certificates, that is, one of each type A, 
B, C and D, each covering a separate 
group of materials and components. 

The contractor will enter at the head 
of the quantities ‘columns the periods (in 
quarters) during which ‘he expects to re- 
= deliveries (e.g., 2nd quarter, 1946; 

rd quarter, 1946, etc.), and will fill in 
the quantities required in the appropriate 
periods. At the same time he will strike 
‘out any listed materials which are not 
required during these periods, and will 
complete Paris 1 and 3 of the Certifi- 
cates, entering the name of the local 
authority in Part 1. He will then return 
the certificates to the local authority. 


The local authority will then (1) render 
them valid by impressing its stamp on 
Part 5 and by signing and dating Part 6; 
(2) check that the quantities entered are 
appropriate to the work and that the 
phasing into periods is reasonable; (3) 
enter in Part 2 of each of the four cer- 
tificates a priority — consisting of 
the mame of the local authority, the 
letters “ W.B.A,,” and a number which 
will identify the particular scheme or 

roject. In the case of local authority 

ousing work, this number should be the 
same as that used to identify the scheme 
or site in the local authority’s monthly 
—— report; in the case of work to 
undertaken by a private builder it 
should be the W.B.A. number of the 


work. 

If the total value of a project is less 
than £20,000, then the demand need not 
be phased into periods. 

The certificates will be printed in tri- 
plicate, and after signing the local 
authority will issue the top sheet to the 
contractor, the second sheet to the Re- 

ional Materials Officer, Ministry of 

orks, and will retain the third copy for 
record. 

I pissing his orders for the 
authorised materials and components, 
the contractor will quote the priority 
symbol and the periods. The supplier, 
whether manufacturer or merchant, will 
ensure that orders supported by priority 
symbols are met in preference to orders 
not so aad oy om 

On completion of his purchases against 
a certificate the contractor will complete 
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the declaration in Part 7 and return the 
certificate tothe local authority, who will 
pass it to the Kegional Materials Officer. 

The local authority should keep a 
register of all certificates made valiu, to 
ensure that in due course they are re- 
turned with the declaration completed. 

When the priority scheme is first 
brought into operation, manufacturers 
will, of course, already have in hand their 
normal volume of orders, none of which 
will be identified by priority symbols. 
To prevent these orders being superseded 
by the new B eg 4 orders under the 
scheme, it will be advisable for the local 
authority to issue priority certificates for 
all outstanding W.B.A. housing projects 
as quickly as possible in accordance with 
the foregoing instructions. 

The production authorities are taking 
steps to see that the load of priority 
orders is spread as evenly as possible over 
the capacity of the industry, so as to 
avoid overloading certain manufacturers 
with priority orders while others have 
spare capacity. 

Certain special arrangements will be 
necessary in London Region. A further 
instruction will be issued as soon as 
possible. 


MATERIALS IN SHORT SUPPLY 

A series of notes is issued by the 
Ministry of Health regarding the supply 
position of certain materials and com- 
ponents which are at present in short 
supply and suggestions are offered as to 
the action to be taken. by housing 
authorities inorder to secure the best 
results. Further notes dealing with the 
supply position of specific materials will 
be issued shortly under the general 
heading of *‘ Notes on Building Materials 
and Components,” and these will be sup- 
plemented and amended from time to 
time as changes occur. 
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Bricks. 

Despite all efforts to recruit labour for 
the brickyards and to restart brickmaking 
in various parts of the country, it has not 
yet proved —_ to secure the rapid 
expansion oi the output of bricks neces- 
sary to keep pace with the volume of 
new building. These efforts are being. 
continued, but at the moment reserve 

of common bricks are being used 

up and there is an acute shortage of 
facing bricks. 

Facing Bricks.—It is therefore a matter 
of urgent necessity to economise for the 
time being in the use of facing bricks. 
The Ministry of Works are taking steps 
under licensing procedure to restrict the 
amount of facing bricks used on build- 
ings other than housing. Similarly, on 
private enterprise housing, local authori- 
ties should issue licences only when the 
use of facing bricks is kept to the mini- 
mum. As regards their own contracts, 
local authorities are asked to proceed as 
below. 

When contracts are in hand, or to be 
let shortly, the shortage of facing bricks 
is likely to present immediate difficul- 
ties. In such cases, where local authori- 
ties or their contractors are unable to 
obtain sufficient supplies, the following. 
alternative finishes should be used for 
the external walls of houses to avoid 
delays in building. The expedients sug- 
gested may be used singly or in various 
combinations as may be dictated by local 
conditions. 

(a) Use selected common bricks. 

(b) Eliminate facings completely, 
obtaining relief for common brick- 
work by special treatment of the 
joint, such as :— 

(i) Flush-point vertical joints 
whilst recessing the horizontal 
joints. 

(ii) Make a feature of the joints by 
eareful selection of colour in 
mortar. 


Where plastering labour is avail- 
able, use cement renderings or 
stuccos on common bricks. efer- 
ence may be made to the notes on 
external renderings in the report 
of the Interdepartmental Commit- 
tee on House Construction (Post 
War Building . Studies No. 1, 
H.M.8.0., 2s. net). 


Substitute concrete tile hanging 
for the external leaf of cavity walls 
in upper. floors. 


Where previous experience with 
particular types of bricks shows 
that satisfactory results have been 
obtained. in the past, common brick 
walls may be coloured with cement 
paints. or lime washes. 


Bricks in general.—As a _ safeguard 
against the possible continuance of diffi- 
culties in relation to new contracts, local 
authorities should be ready to consider 
in addition to the measures indicated 
above ways and means by which econo- 
mies may be effected in the use of bricks. 
The following methods are suggested :— 


(a) Use cast concrete blocks (B.8.834 =: 
1944) or concrete bricks (B.8.1180: 
1944) in place of clay bricks 
throughout. 


(b) Use cast concrete blocks or mass 
paerete for all work up to ground 
evel. 


(c) For the internal leaf of cavity walls 
and for internal partitions use 
breeze or. clinker concrete blocks, 
concrete blocks or concrete bricks 
with stone aggregate or aggregate 
from shelter hardcore. 


Lead. 

Owing to the present world shortage, 
lead imports..to this country have had 
to be drastically curtailed, and it has 
become necessary to restrict supplies for 
all purposes. e deficiency is a long- 
term one and will persist for at least 
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another year» The tis, of lead, in all 
forms, for housing work must therefore 
‘be avoided wherever practicable, cand 
where lead is necessary it should be used 
with the greatest possible economy. Local 
authorities should at once coms how 
far lead can dispensed with and re- 
placed by alternative materials sich as 
copper or galvanised pipe, and zinc or 
galvanised sheet or bituminous felt. Steps 
are being taken to ensure that suitable 
alternative materials will be available 
in sufficient quantities, and further in- 
formation on the subject will be issued 
shortly: 

In the meantime, local authorities are 
asked in particular to arrange for 
Thermoplastics, such as PVC or TRS 
cable, to be used for indoor wiring in 
place of lead-covered cable. 


Plasterboard. 

Production of plasterboard falls con- 
siderably short of present demands and 
the deficiency is likely to increase during 
the year, reaching:«its peak in thé last 
«juarter of 1946. The existing manufac- 
turing plant is already working at full 
pressure, and although steps have been 
taken to increase the capacity of the in- 
dustry it is unlikely that the new plant 
will come into production before the 
autumn of 1947. Consumption must, 
therefore, be reduced by dispensing with 
Bo ca wherever practicable, and 

y the use of alternative materials. 

Lime plaster—the most common alter- 
mative—should be used in lieu. of ter- 
board where laths are available, Plaster- 
board should not be used for walls. The 
possibility of increasing imports of laths 
is being actively pursued. Available 
stocks of wall board and insulation board 
may also be used with advantage. The 
potentialities of other forms of substi- 
tute materials are at present under exami- 
nation and will be the subject of further 
motes in due course. 

Burtpine Boarp: There is at present 
an acute shortage of medium hardboard, 
and until further notice all requirements 
for housing must be met from ¢ in. hard- 
board only. 


Slates. 
The existing production of roofing 
slates.is being largely absorbed by the 
very heavy demand for the repair of 
war damaged slate roofs, and the avail- 
able supplies are at present. insufficient 
to provide for new construction as well 
as essential war damage repairs. The 
following restrictions on the use of roofing 
slates. for -housing ‘work -must’ therefore 
be complied with until further notice :— 
(1) Slates 13 in. or more in length 
should not be specified in future 
for work other than necessary re- 
pairs to existing slate roofs; 
Where slates of 13 in. or more have 
been specified for work already 
under contract, the contract in- 
structions should be revised by way 
of variation orders to provide for 
the use of smaller sizes of slate or 
of an alternative material, unless it 
is ascertained that delivery of the 
slates required can be made accord- 
ing to schedule; 
When issuing licences for private 
building work other than necessary 
repairs to slate roofs, local authori- 
ties should include a condition in 
the licence that slates of 13 in. or 
more in length should not be used; 
Local authorities will greatly assist 
in overcoming the supply difficulty 
and ensuring that essential needs 
for slates can be met by using 
other permanent forms of roof cov- 
ering for new dwellings wherever 
possible. It, will be advisable in 
future to specify alternative roof 
coverings, such as concrete tiles, 
and to get alternative prices, which 
would enable changes to be made 
during the progress of the works 
with greater ease. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Green-Belt Cities. By. F. J. Ossorn. 
Faber and. Faber, Lid., 24, Russell- 
square, W.C.1,.. Price-12s, 6d. net. 
This book is a lively and readable 

rendering .of the po: Alam of the 
Garden City, though the claim made that 
this subject. is ‘‘a strangely neglected 
social issue ’’ can hardly justified in 
view of the very Siscenteaiad attention 
that has been given to it in recent years. 
All the. same,.it may be welcomed as 
putting the matter in a form that enables 
the reader to review without too 
effort the influence of the garden city 
movement on social ideals, The advantages 
to these of plans framed de. novo as 
compared with the: possibilities of expansion 
around existing large towns are clearly 
argued and emphasised with reasonable 
moderation. 

A justifiable warning is given to the 
effect that the terms garden city and 
suburb have been too often used to give 
an adventitious pcpularity to schemes not 
based on the principles laid down by the 
founders of the movement, and that for 
this reason there is still the need that the 
public in general should have these 
reiterated, as has been done in this book 
and by the republication of the pioneer 
book of Ebenezer Howard, ‘‘ Garden Cities 
of To-morrow.”’ 

In setting forth the programme for the 
future the terms ‘‘ decongestion’’ and 
“‘ decentralisation ’’ used in official reports 
and elsewhere are criticised as too indefinite 
as they may include methods not conform- 
ing to those of the exponents of the 
garden city. The more appropriate word 
is provided in ‘‘ dispersal,’’ which covers 
the establishment of distinct units com- 
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bining iri themselves the functions of work, 
home and food supplies formulated in 
the original programme. 

An interesting feature in this book is 
the ‘historical sketch of the idea of such 
units, starting from references to the Old 
Testament, Sir Thomas More’s “‘ Utopia,” 
John Billers’ ‘‘ College of Industry ** and 
other pamphlets of the early 18th century. 
It is curious that though Defoe is men- 
tioned, this author’s very detailed pro- 
gramme for a’ garden city (1724) is not 
quoted. The story on. to: Robert 
Owen, Fourier and Buckingham, then: to 
. G. Wakefield whose ‘‘ Colonization 
Plan’ of 1830 seems to have influenced 
the layout of Park Belts for Adelaide, 
Wellington, Dunedin and Christchurch. 
Unfortunately, in New Zealand, much of 
the Park Belt areas have been alienated. 

The fact that in this case the administra- 
tion was in the hands of colonial companies 
which had power to divert the: land from 
its original purpose, probably led Howard 
to advocate communal ownership and the 
granting of leases only, so that the stand- 
ards set for utilisation could be maintained, 
and this may be. regarded as his main 
contribution towards the permanence of 
the conditions fulfilling the. initial _ 
gramme and.the objective of precluding 
any subsequent perversion of the plan. 

A number of well-chosen illustrations 
from Letchworth and Welwyn are included 
and these add materially to the attractive- 
ness of the book. H.V. L. 


The Methodist Church Builds Again. By 
E. B. Perkins anp A, Hearn. Pp. 104, 
illustrated. Epworth Press. 6s. net. 
According to the Foreword, this 

admirably written little book ‘“‘is not a 

treatise on architecture, a study of replan- 

ning, or a builder’s manual.” ..°. “It 
is an attempt to indicate the — 
approach to the building of a’ Methodist 
church on the part of ministers, trustees, 
and all others who share this responsibility 
and have this interest at heart.” Other 
matters, including financial and’ technical 
details, “‘ are to set out in a technical 
pamphlet issued by the Department for 

Chapel Affairs as a supplement to this 

book.’’ In spite of this modest disclaimer, 

the volume now under review is of interest 

to all concerned with the building of a 

modern church, Methodist or otherwise, 

whether they be architects or laymen. 

Certainly every architect who reads it will 

welcome thé excellent statement of his 

functions which it contains, and the advice 

iven on technical questions is as sensible 
as ritirar that has ever been written on 
church-building. 

Beginning with a very brief historical 
introduction, the ‘authors suggest that the 
time has now come to turn over a new 
leaf in design. They state that, of over 
15,000 churches damaged during the recent 
war, more than 2,600 belonged to the 
Methodists, and that of these ‘“‘some 800 
have been virtually destroyed.’”” For zew 
housing estates, where most of the new 
churches will be required, they recommend 
—in normal cases—a church to seat about 
400, with ancillary buildings for Sunday 
school, and social activities, of a site of 
about half an acre. On the whole, they 
favour a rectangular with an 
‘‘ eastern’ apse or recess for the:com- 
munion-table; and a flat ceiling. They 
admit that, acoustically, the best place for 
the choir is probably in a low ‘‘ western ”’ 
gallery over the entrance. vestibule; but, 
recognising that: this is seldom popular, 
they are prepared to place the choir in 


- front of the congregation, but at right- 


angles to it, not facing it as in'the old 
Victorian fashion. As to style, they point 








392 


out. that. neither the neo-Gothic nor the 
old galleried meeting-house type is 
desirable or even practicable. under modern 
conditions; and the (anonymous) type- 
designs illustrated will commend them- 
selves as models of reticence and good 
modern taste to all architects. The recom- 
mendations for, remodelling the interiors 
of ugly old churches, for pa Wow): central 
halls or missions and for village churches 
are equally sound. M. S. B. 


The Temple of Diana at Ephesos 
(Numismatic Notes and Monographs, 
No. 107). By Bruma L.: Trext, New 
York. The American © Numismatic 
Society. Pp. 72 with 28 plates. 
2 dollars. 

This booklet provides an interesting 
test of the theory that ‘‘ we might learn 
much about ancient architecture by a 
methodical study of ancient. coins,’’ and 
here the theory is applied to the fifth 
and: last Temple of Diana at Ephesos, 
built. about 35) B.c. and regarded in its 
day as one of ‘‘ The Seven Wonders: of 
the World.’’ There is nothing new in the 
theory, or even in its application to this 
building; indeed; most of the restorations 
of the temple that have been made since 
it was excavated in 1869 have: necessarily 
been based upon numismatic evidence, for 
the whole structure has collapsed, down to 
foundation level. It was an enormous 
building, well deserving its great reputa- 
tion, and the eight Ionic columns of its 
fagade were 60 feet high and rather 
widely spaced apart. Above the entabla- 
ture was the normal’ ‘pediment, and most 
of the’ published’ restorations of the 
tympanum, including ‘that of Mr: A. E. 
Henderson, -have filled it with. sculpture. 
The chief new,,deduction made, in: this 
booklet, as a result of further study of a 
great number,,.of. coins, is that the 
tympanum was pierced, by three oblong 
openings; presumably made in order. to 
reduce..the..huge weight, of masonry 
carried by the columns beneath. The 
author also. argues that there were only 
four statues. in the intervening spaces, 
and that they were. placed immediately 
over ,the four, inner. columns of. the 
octastyle facade. As to Mr. Henderson’s 
assumption that. Artemis (Diana) was 
represented in. one, of. these figures, the 
author writes that. ‘‘ Artemis is obviously 
not represented in the pediment. on. the 
coins.”’; and suggests that the four 
figures were all Amazons, originally made 
for, the earlier fourth temple of. the 
fourth years by. Phidias, Polykleitos, 
Kresilas, and Phradmon. The coins show 
a curious “ circular convex detail ’’ in. the 
apex of the pediment; it is suggested that 
this may have been a ‘‘ Gorgoneion.’’ 
(Gorgon’s head), fixed to the end of the 
ridge-pole. The above discoveries are the 
main points of interest in this. booklet, 
which concludes: ‘‘ Thus we have seen 
that coins, systematically studied, have 
illuminated for us a corner of architectural 
history hitherto dark; and, sometimes 
alone, sometimes in combination with 
other evidence. have resolved for us the 
mysterv. of this lost Wonder of the 
World.” M.S. B. 


Hill and Redman’s ‘Complete Law of 
Landlord and Tenant. Fifth Supplement 
by Miss M. M. Wetts, M.A., Barrister- 
at-Law. Butterworth and Co. (Pub- 
lishers); Ltd. Price 12s: 6d.,..postage 
7d,,-extra. 

The fifth supplement, cumulative’ to 
the ‘ninth edition of the above work, con- 
tains all;developments up to and including 
July 1, 1945. It entirely supersedes the 
third cumulative supplement published in 
March, '1942,.and the fourth supplement 
published in 1944. 


Price 


THE BUILDER 


Division I of the) supplement brings 
the aforesaid ninth edition of the main 
work up to date. Divisions IT and III con- 
tain all the necessary and additional Forms, 
Acts and Rules which have been issued 
since the publication of the last supple- 
ment, 


Both the author and the publishers are 
to be congratulated on the methods em- 
ployed and the manner in which the 
material contained is presented. They 
aré well suited not oniy for the lawyer 
but the layman too. The supplement is a 
valuable addition to the main work, and 
will prove of distinct help to those for 
whom it is intended. The Notes to the addi- 
tional Forms, Acts and Rules especially call 
for our commendation; they are of real 
worth. So, too, are the Table of Statistics 
and the Table of Cases. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Surverine ror YounG Encineers. By 
8. Wright Perrott. (London: Chapman 
and Hall.) Price 10s. 6d. net. 


Brickwork. By .E. Lindsay Braley, 
M.R.San.I., F.R.S.A, (London ; Sir Isaac 
Pitman, and Sons, Ltd.) Price 45s.. net. 


Timber for Builders’ joinery. 

The Ministry of ‘Works’ is prepared to 
consider applications from the Builders’ 
Joinery iedostey for a small amount of 
timber for fabrication of housing joinery. 
Timber supplies are extremely limited and 
the quantity available will of necessity be 
very small, The scheme will allow the 
trade to purchase @ small amount of timber 
in anticipation of orders for housing 
joinery. The permitted'stocks purchased 
by firms will be replaced only ‘against 
licence and any timber acquired under this 
scheme must not be used for any other pur- 


ose. 
4 Firms ‘copsidéring the necessity for this 
facility.should apply for, Forms DBM/8/3 
to the. Deputy Gare of Of Building Mate- 
rials (Joinery), Ministry of Works, Room 
631, Lambeth Bridge House, Albert’ Em- 
bankment, §.E.1. i. 
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NEWS ITEMS 


Welding Report. 

The British Welding Research Asso- 
ciation: has published a booklet entitled 
‘““A Moment Distribution Method for 
Rigid Frame Steel Structures Loaded Be- 
yond the Yield Point,” by M. R. Horne, 
B.A. This Hd git3) ie s. 6d. net) has 
been prepared for the FE. I Committee 
on the Load Carrying Capacity of Frame 
Structures. 


Holidays in the Electrical Industry. 

In view of the fact that the Government 
will not be issuing recommendations as to 
holidays this year as they did ame ee 
war pues the National Federated Elec- 
trical Association, Africa House, London, 
W.C., has issued a schedule of holidays. 
in the electrical industry as prescribed 
ip ibe National and/or Local Working 

ules. 


Demolition Wages Board Decision. 

The Demolition Industry Wages Board 
have recently made the decision that 
during the period of probation for up- 


grading, the operative shall nominally be- 


employed in the grade at which he was 
engaged. For the time he is actually 
engaged on wozk normally performed by 
mattock men and top men he shall be 
paid at the appropriate rate for those 
grades. 


Federated Emplovers’ Assurance 


The Federated Employers’ Insurance: 


Association, Ltd., announce that the 
1945 underwriting resulis, including in- 
terest in accounts, show a transfer to. 
profit and loss of £59,714 against the pre- 
ceding year’s amount of £61,023, he: 
premium income realized £401,795 against 
£370,618. in 1944. The directors are recom- 
mending a final dividend of 1s. per 
share, less tax, making 20 per cent, for 
the year (same as for 1944), 


Purchase Tax Exemptions. 

Among the changes in rates of Purchase: 
Tax and the exemptions from the Tax 
announced by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer in his Budget speech are 
accessories for domestic stoves, grates, 
ranges and fireplaces of the following 
descriptions: (a) Firebricks and similar 
articles designed as fuel economisers; 


(b) trivets and similar articles. Also- 
exempt are various items of office 
dressers, 


machinery and men yee Ae 
draining boards and similar kitcher 
articles. 

It will be noted that the changes and 
exemptions took effect from April 10. 


Supplies of Lead for Housing. 

The Lead Industries Development 
Council have issued the following state- 
ment :— , 

Local authorities, builders and plum- 
bers are concerned at the conflicting 
reports relating tothe supply position of 
sheet lead and lead pipe for house build- 
ing. ‘The difficulties are primarily due 
to a world shortage of lead; but after 
discussion with the Government depart- 
ments concerned an allocation of lead has: 
been made to the lead sheet and pipe- 
industry for the quarter ending June, 


, 1946, and ‘the industry is of opinion that 


this allocation will enable manufacturers: 
to meet, the demand for lead in house 
building, provided its application is con- 
fined, to vital uses... Recommendations as. 
to vital uses have now been submitted by 
the industry to the Ministries concerned 
and itis expected that an announcement 
will be made at an early date. 


' Time Sheets ‘ 


Messrs. J. C. King, Ltd., issue from 246, 


’ St. John-street, E.C.1, a booklet contain- 


ing a selection from their range of stock 
time sheets which should interest 
builders. 
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Scottish Housing Appointment. 


The Secretary of State for Scotland. has 
nominated Mr. James Dalziel; F.F.A.S., 
for appointment as chairman of ‘the 
Scottish Special Housing Association, 
Itd., which has been given the task of 
building 100,000 houses in the next 10 or 
12 years. 


Cast Stone and Concrete Federation. 

The twenty-ninth annual general meet- 
ing of the Cast Stone and Concrete 
Federation was held on March 19. The 
chairman, Mr. C. H. Martin, in present- 
ing the report and accounts for the past 
year, briefly referred to the work of the 
Joint Co-ordinating Committee which 
was dealing with the manufacture of 
housing units, in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Works, and went on to say 

that during the year the Federation had 
been represented on the committees of 

he British Standards Institution dealing 
with concrete products. 


“ Timber Pests ”’ 


A booklet entitled ‘“‘Timber Pests,” 
their origin, prevention and cure, has 
been issued by the Timber Development 
Association. Its object is to show how 
the conditions under which timber is 
used can be controlled or allowed for, 
and how potential danger, due to mis- 
use, can be avoided. Much useful infor- 
mation is given on the correct design 
and construction of buildings to avoid 
decay, together with a technical drawing 
at ground-floor level. There are also 
several plates showing various kinds of 
decay, with enlarg views of bs, 
and wood-boring insects. The booklet is 
available to all interested in the care 
and maintenance of timber on applica- 
tion to the T.D.A., 75, Cannon-street, 
London, E.C.4. 


Recent British Standards. 


The following British Standard Specifi- 
cations. have recently been (published : 
“ Wood Trim ” (B.S. 584) and “* Solid Fuel 
Cookers and Combination Grates ”’ = 8. 
1252). Also “Clay Tiles for Floor- 
ing’ (Dimensions and Workman- 
ship. only), No. 1286; “ Wood Sur- 
rounds for Metal Windows,” No. 1285; 

‘ Pre-cast Concrete Flue Blocks for Gas 
Fires and Ventilation,” No. 1289; and 
‘‘ Metal Door Frames,” No. 1245. All the 
foregoing are pan 2s. net, post free. Also 
published is “ Definition of Tech- 
nical Mouldings (Plastics),” No. 1253, 
price Js. net. 


Colour Schemes for Temporary Houses. 

The choice of decoration for temporary 
houses is to be the subject of meetings 
between local authorities and Ministry 
of Works surveyors, who now have full 
particulars of the colour schemes avail- 
able for internal and external painting. 
It is not proposed to paint concrete 
cladding, say the Department, and alu- 
minium houses will be treated in the 
factory before delivery. Experiments to 
find a suitable paint for asbestos-cement 
cladding are now being carried out, and 
the Department will issue information 
about the results at a later date. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


BUSBY.—-Plans prepared for reconstruction 
of Mawson’s, Ltd., Glasgow, workshops and ex- 
tensions, for which the architect is A..G. Loch- 
head, 19, Sandyford-pl., Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—Plans in hand for dining-rooms, 
ete., at Port Dundas-rd., for which thé architect 
is John MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 


GLASGOW. — Corporation is to erect two 
housing schemes at. Traquair-dr., for which the 
architect is Ronald Bradbury, Director of 


Housing, 20, Trongate, Glasgow. 

MUSSELBURGH.—Dean of Guild Court 
approved plans for building scheme, at £60,000, 
for Inveresk Paper Co., Ltd. 

NEWHOUSE.—Plans in hand for factory at 
Industrial Estate, for which the architects are 
Cullen, Lochhead & Brown, 119, Cadzow-st., 
Hamilton. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For ag conkrente stilh open, but sot in- 
cluded in. this list, previous iasues, Those 

with an yb, are vadvertieed in this number. 
The dates at the heads of patagrioha are nas 
for the submission of 


denotes closing date fer applications — 
and at the refer the pereee 
from whom particulars may be ‘obtain ed. 
BUILDING 
APRIL 23, 


t*Chester R.D.C.—34 houses and road works 
at 3 sites. C. H. Coppack (L.), 12, White Friars, 
Chester. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by May 22.. 

+*Nantyglo and Biaina U.D.C.—30 houses at 
Winchestown. G. red Mined C. Dep. £3 3s. 


+* Dudley 0.8.24 houses at Holly Hall 
estate. 


APRIL 29. 
Bishop's Castie T.C.—20 houses at Corpora- 

tion-st. T.C. Dep. 23.38. 

Blyth R.D.C.—26 houses ra —. m.. W. 
Lovell (A.), Council Offices. Le 

Bootle C.B.—Reinstatement of wling: "eseen, 
bowls gg —_ at Derby-rd. and §. 

Cheshire C. a Sleck at Upton Mental 
Roi acer M. Parkes, County A. 


ep. 
Cuckfield” RD.C.—106 houses at 4 sites. A. 
Hutchings, M.Inst.M. & Cy.E., E. and 8.. Dep. 


£2 2s. 

Market Harborough U.D.C.—30 
houses, Bowden Fields, in 3 groups. 
so eg 4 Ra: 2s. 

D.C.—26 houses at Blaenrhondda; 
26 a Highfield Ferndale ; Fw at Olive-ter., Tre- 
banog, Porth. E. and Dep. £3 3s. each site. 


PaiL 30. 
hippenham T.C.—Conversion of “‘ Elmhurst” 
and" “The Elms” into 10 flats. B.E. Dep. 


“Deradeh T.C.—Work in — trades for 22 
houses at Bishopfield. Bu ~» 
Farnham U.D.C.—(a) 30 houses at Six bs 
site; Fn "30 > aan Fally-hill site. (a) A 
and L. Stea n, 36, South-st., | Al 
<b) Giitert and Hobson, Lloyds Bank-chrs., 75, 
Castle-st., Farnham. Dep. £2 2s. 

+*West Ham C. B.—1l1 dwellings at Leggatt-rd. 
area, contract No. 88. T. E. North, Borough A. 
and Planning Officer, 100, West Ham-la., West 
Ham, E.15. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 
*Chertsey U.0.0,_Repairs at Council's Depot. 
Fordwater-rd. S. 


MAY 2. 
Walsall ©.B.—150 houses at Dudley’s Fields. 
B.E. and S. Dep. £3 3s. 


MAY 3. 
Salop C.C.—Conversion of “ ee -Tapegent.” 


Wellington, into Children’s Home ant, 
County A., 5. Belmont, Shrewsbury. 


rmanent 
.. Council 











The Hall Mark of Craftsmanship 


IF IT’S 
GLASS 


GLAZING 


IT’S 


AYGEE* 


ENGLAND'S LARGEST 
GLAZING CONTRACTORS 


100, Westminster Bridge Road 
LONDON, S.E.1. “phone : 
WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 
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*Bradfield R.D Oca rs ome at Bourne- 
td., Pangbourne. W. pails b Architect, 


Heath-rd.. Bradfield, Dep. on™ 
Cowes U.D.C.—30 houses at Gort-rd. E. and 


oe mr 6 hi 
C.—11 aur sh! 3° oa 
Bop se. 


Monks Tower estate. 
eae lord R.D, aly. eta mi Coronation- 
, Gt. Wakering. EF t ny 5S. Dep. £3 3s. 

Acton T.C. —~Consteuction’ of reinforced con 
crete floor for laundry at Public Baths. .B. 

*Barrow-in-Furness C. Pe Ronse at Green- 
gate-st., north site.. B.E,.and S 

Dover T.C.—45 houses one Old . Park...Hill- 
corner, Buckland Valley, and Green-la. Farm 
estate. B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s, 

*Huntingdon Standing Joint Committee.—s 
police houses at 2. sites, TT. H. as 
County 8. ee A. House, Hun: 

Solihull U.D.C.—(a) 62 houses at Saemune 
Bonlevard ; ® roads and sewers at Green-la. ; 
(c) road y te (0) eae kerb laying and surfacing 
potpet urface water sewer at 

ath Hatchinson, E. and 8. Dep. 
re 5 contract &. ~<a £2 each for (b), (¢) and 


“Southampton C.B.—Extensions, alterations, 
adaptations and sundry repairs at Hampshire 


Girls’ Crbtenags, King’s Park-rd., for) con 
rte health clinic. Borough A. Dep. 


South Holla Drainage Trust.—6 new 
bridges over Little Holland drain. E. G 
Tavener, E 


AY 7. 
Ringwood and Fordingbridge R.D.C.—11 pairs 
houses at a é Barn-la. site. Frank 
roy (L.), Ringwood. Dep. 


2s 
Woodbridge U.D.C.—12 houses and site k 
at Neuntoned ‘C. Council Offices. ey 


MAY 

+*Metropolitan Water Board.—Houses at 
Valley-rd., Shortlands, Kent. S. to the Board 
(Room 176), od River Head, Rosebery-ave., 
E.C.1. Dep. £2 


Y 9. 
*Ludiow R po. +45 at 4 sites... A. EB. 
Wilcon, F.1QS., Clifton-bldgs., Old-st., Ludlow. 
ep., 


"Prestwich r.0.—28 Rios at Kersal.rd. . B.E. 
and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


m4)! 4. 
Praha pr ©.—50 houses at Lt ory y 
estate. E. stopher M.Sc., A.M. Inst.C.E., 
and §. Ten ea 


a Th 
*Hornsey T.C.—34 castenne at_Anningten-t 
ce J..H. Melville Richards, B.E. and 8. Dep. 


MAY 138. 

*Barnes T.C.—Construction, of 4 blocks of 
temporary single-storied offices and caretaker’s 
bungalow at Hampton-sq., Mortlake. W, R. 
ee A.M Inst.C.E., B.E. and 8. Dep. 


MAY 21. 
*Horsham U.D.C.—26 houses, 
McLeod-rds. C. a 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s 


*Wilmsiow U.D.C,—(a) hate and sewers ; 
(b) 114 houses in 5 groups. W. R, Willcox, C. 
Dep. £2 each for i and (b). 

DATE. 

*Chatham T.C. yi houses at Wayfield grate. 
Stoner & Sons, quantity surveyors, 69, Lincoln’ 
Inn Fields, W.C.2. Dep. 

i. ~ U.D.C.—16 houses at Barnfield. 

W. Beech (F.), 15, Dix’s Field, Exeter. 


per tg 


RIL 30. 
Droitwich 7.0.— Demolition of, domestic sur- 
face shelters. B.S., 105. Friar-st. 


Poole T.C.—Demolition of A: wt i N.F.B. 
structures. J. K. Barron, B.B. » Mani- 
cipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


4%, High-st., 


Orchard- and 
Atkinson, F.S.1., Council 


APRIL 29. 
©.8.—Internal and 
he Beeches Maternity Home. 


Wolverh: 
inting at 
p. £1 1s. 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


bar haga 29. 
ee | tei A-thvete sae ri at Ingrams 


VBuckingham. a. Se crag 
disposal works. _D. Balfour a 4 sae comers 
ing E., 47, Victoria ria-st., Wantmninnter, 8.W.1. 


Dep. 
ter T.C.—Roads and sewers at Blacon 
housing pl Lon No. 2, City E. and 8. 
*Honiton and sewers at cco 
Meadows and No 


ucas, Roberts and 
Brown, Architects and Surveyors, rs. Barnheld Hill, 
Exeter. Dep. £3 3s. 


Y 
BL 
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Stratton R.D.C.—Construction and main- 


tenance. 


APRIL 320. 
am R.D.C o Roads and sewers at 2 
sites. Kainger and Rogers ir. ), 29, Rodney- 
rd., Cheltenham. By 


7.0. Réomvention of Windy Her 
Dour reservoir, Rofe a ety posinese 5 ¥ 
Victoria-st., Westminster Dep. 


Bagshot R.D.C —tartiigeways and eguers. 
Chobham estate. §., Council Office. Dep. £2 2s 

Luton T.C.—Carriageways and sewers, etc., on 
Housing sites. B.E., A if Hall. Dep. £2 23. 


Bromsgrove U.D. t. Ponds and sewers at 
Rigby-la. 4 aa 8. Dep. 

Newton Abbot U.D.C. depriawater sewers, 
etc., at Buckland. cs ay Devon-sq. 


7. 
‘Ringwood and Ford idge R.D.C.—Roads 
‘and sewers, Parsonage Barn-la, F. Andrews 
(L.), 45, High- st., > Raney eae: Dep. 2s. 


Y 
Denton U.D.C.—Drainage and sewage pump- 
ing station. G. B. Ke wand Kaufman, i, 
Vietoria-st., 8.W.1. dae @ £5 5s. 


4. 

Huddersfield T.C.—Construction of reservoir 
and ny ig works at Valley of Rigley Brook. 
G. Hill and Sons (Manc aig Engineers, 
$1, Tosleg th wees Pe  * 15s. 


MA 
*Oxford T10.—Foundations, drains, etc., for 
a Sout houses at Rose Hill No. 3 (B) site. 
and 8. 
*Oxford T.C,—Foundations, drains, etc,, for 
146 Orlit houses at Rese Hill No. 3 (B) site. 
©. and 8. : 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments marked * 


are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
poorest t have been Gdvertised in previous 
sues. 


APRIL 27. 
“Tewkesbury T.C.—Clerk of Works. 
APRIL 28. 
+®8radford T.C.—(a) 3 Assistant Architects; 
¢b) Maintenance Surveyor; (c) Quantity Sur- 
vever: fd) Heating and Ventilating Engineer 
+Eccles T.C. —(a) Building Inspector ; (b) 
Clerk of tA (c) Olerk’ of (Temp.). 
+Essex C.C —dhiet Building Barveyor. 
*Langport R.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 
“Leeds T.C. 7 eee Clerk of Works. 


*Birmingham E. pi the A of Works. 
letter and Chippenham R.D.C.—Housing In- 
+r enmela U.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 

+Essex ©.C.—Chief Assistant Architect. 
*Torpoint U.D.C. ad Works. 


+Kensington B.C.—(a) 2 Senior Assistants; 


(b) 2 Junior Asxistante. 
*Newport (Mon.) 6.B.—Deputy Borough 
Architect. 


*Plymouth T.C.—Architectural Fay ee roy 
+Wanstead and Woodford C.—Clerk 
Works. 


MAY 
+Bootle C.B.—Deputy Warka Superintendent. 
{Dentiord ord T.C.—Building Works Assistant. 
T.C.—Building Manag 
jeseen €.0.—(a) Assistant Architect ; (b) Two 
Architectural Assistants. 


of 


*Leicester T.C.—Clerk of Works 
*Manchester T.C.—Assistant Architects. 
MAY 4. 
#Burton-on-Trent €©.B.—Architectural 
Assistants. 
*Folkestone 7.C.—Temporary Architectural 
Assistant. 
MAY 6. 


*Golborne U.D. peepee emcee ay Geel 
+Corporation of London.—G 


Inspector. 
*Eastbourne os. —Quantity Surveyor. 
Essex C.C.—Assistant Building Surveyor. 
+kenden County Council.—Lecturers for full- 
time senior courses in (1) Architecture; (2) Sur- 
veving : (3) Structural Engineering. 
ord T.C.—Architectural Assistant. 
T.C.—Honsing ‘Estates Manager. 
Rushden U.0:C.—Clerk of Works. 
“saitora Lar erittl ee Surveyor. 
*Saliord uantity Surveyor. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—(1) Assistant Architect; 
€2) Clerk of Works: tS gay s Clerk, 


*Lowestoft T.6--Chet Building and \ Estates 


Assistant. , 
*Singapore improvement Trust. — Office 
Assistant, 
*S T.0i—Clerk of Works. 
MAY 8 


*Government of Northern tréland.—Architect 
in Ministry of uk awh Loca] Government. 


Belfast E.C. Head ri Building Trades Dept., 
Cee Fs of Technology: 


6.0.—(a) a Assistant Archi- 
tect: (b) Senior y Surveyor; (c) 3 
Assistant Quantity eee (4) 6 Building 


Surveyors. 
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MAY 11. 
*Yeovil and District Joint Town. Piansing 
Committee.—Senior Zone Planning Assistant. 


MAY 13. 
*Middiesbrough C.B.—Assistant Architect. 


“West. Riding 6.C.—(1) Assistant Count: 
Architect oes ae ) , 
3 


County Architect (pl 
rehitects H Assistant 


Senior vere 
Architects ; (5) Senior Heating and Ventilating 


> 
“Bh 
a 
= 

5 





Engineer; (6) 2 Assistant Heating and Venti- 
lating Engineers ; (7) Structural Engineer; (8) 
Electrical Engineering Assistant; (9) Senior 


Surveyor (sites); (10) 2 Assistant Surveyors ; 
(11) 2, Junior. Surveyors (sites Princi 
Quantity Surveyor; (13) 2 aia Quantity 
Surveyors; (14) 2 Junior Assistant Quantity 


Surveyors. 
MAY 20. 
“Ministry of Labour and National Service.— 
Assistant; Managers (temp.) .at Government 
Training Centre. 


UNE 3. ; 
+Northants C.C.—Deputy County Architect. 
NO DATE. 
Air Ministry. — Architectural 
Engineering Assistants: 
*Eye T.6.—Clerk of Works. 
*Overseas Em Architectural Assist- 
ant for Government of Tanganyika. 


GENERAL BUILDING, WORK 


Bangor, N. Wales.—T.C. approved prefabri- 
cated building for school canteen at Friars 
school for managers 
_ Bethesda.—U.D.C. to prepare plans for hous- 
ing schemes at Liwynbleddyn, Coetmor and 
Gerlan. 

Bingley.—U.D.C. approved: Extensions at Cul- 
lingworth Tannery, for G, Towler & Son, Ltd. 
Bury.—Infirmary Board of Governors propose 
extensions. 
Coventry.—Lockhurst-la. Methodist Church 
= propose Church at Foleshill-rd., Foles- 
Dik, 

Darlington.—T.C.’s four-years’ housing plan 
provides for 2,690 houses. 

De —Pioneers’ Industrial Society, Ltd.. 
acquired premises at junction of Short-st. and 
Walnut-la., Chickenley, for extensions. 

Gateshead.—J. Oswald & Son, Bradburn’s- 
chbrs., Northumberland-st., *Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, are architects for hotel for Newcastle 
Breweries, Ltd., at Chowdene estate.—Brad- 


— 


and © Civil 


forth & Co., Ltd., cushion makers, propose 
factory at Team Valley estate. 
Grangetown.—North Riding Justices 


approved erection of “ Magnet’ Hotel at Bir- 
chington-av., ie Jolm Smith’s Tadcaster 
Brewery 

Lianewet.2U-D.C. approved Roman Catholic 
Church for R.C, Diocesan Board. 

London.—The following housing proposals 
have been submitted to L.C.C.: By Hackney 
B.C., to acquire four sites at Sandringham-rd., 














Labour and material problems 
in permanent house construction 


CRAFTCAST 


Pateht Shuttering’ and 
pumped in situ concrete 
wy 


Houses of low capital and 
maintenance cost quickly 


erected to any design. 
e 
Enquiries for house erection and shuttering 
invite 


CRAFTCAST LIMITED 


Specialists in. Concrete 
24, Palace Chambers, Bridge Street, S.W.1 
Tel.: ABBey 4645 
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Priestley-st., Warwick- rd. ‘and Mapledene. rd., 
; by uamipeeed ad B.C., 1.87 acres at 
; le ell-walk, at £36,000; by 
Is B.C., three sites at Balls Pond-rd~ 
Be. roke-st. and Sparsholt-rd.; by Kensington 





636 for c¢ letion ‘of Bramley-rd 
flats; by St. Pancras B.C., five sites at Peck: 
water-st., Torriano-ay., St. Pancras- pe way, Ferdi- 
nand-st. and Cromer-st., at £190,000; by Stoke 


Newington B.C., 1.96 acres in Milton- ro pte at 
£21,000; by Wandsworth B.C,, £77 for 58 
cottages and 12 flats at Notre Darne site, 


am. 

e L.C.C. proposes to acquire a site of 
about 800 acres at Chessington, at present 
scheduled under” ‘Green BeJt ’ proposals. Cost 
of acquisition and partial development of the 
site is estimated at £475,000. Also to acquire 
eight acres off Lambeth-walk, at £100,000; two 
sites of 3.8 acres off Meadow-walk, Lambeth, at 
£37,000; 16 acres at Roehampton-la., at £70,000, 
for 228 flats and 110 houses; and. to develop 
Flower House site, Lewisham, by 330 dwellings 
of monolithic concrete construction, at £467,100. 

ester.—T.C. approved: Labour Club, 
Altrincham-rd. and reenwood-rd., for Com: 
mittee of Wythenshawe Labour Party; factory 
at Linge rd., Eastern Industria] area, Wythen- 
shawe, Goldich & Sons; factory, Bradnor- 
rd. and , ¥ .. rd., Eastern Industrial area, for 
Norbury, Lockwood & Co., Ltd.; factory at 
Longley-rd. and ee, Eastern Industrial 
area, for A. G. Thornton, Ltd.; factory at 
Dutton-st., Strangeways, ‘for R. Bell & Co. 
Ltd.. Pendleton & \ rar nari (L.), architects, 
16, Brasennose-st., 

Middleton.—T.C. approved. kitchen at Gram. 
mar school for Governors. 

Newcastle, Staffs.—Motor Co., Ltd., Bruns. 
ERG, propose showrooms, garage and work- 
sh 

North Riding.—County Licensing Committee 
granted licences for hotel at Grangetown, «4 
John Smith’s Tadcaster Brewery Co., Ltd., 
£22,000, and hotel at ae Bank for North. 
Eastern Brewery Co., at £25,000. 

Salford.—T.C. approved: 93 dwellings for 
maisoneties.and 12 flats at Salford-brow, for 
Salford Honsing, Lid., 7, Chapel-walks, Man- 
chester 2, Halliday & Agate (A. & F.), architects 
14, John Dalton-st.. Manchester 2; pepe store 
at Walton-st. and Orchard-st., for R. Brand, 

‘d., motor-car showrooms, ete., at Chapel St., 
for Guy Nicholls, Ltd. 

Stockport. . propose: Canteen nr, Alex- 
andra. Park at Cheadle Old-rd.; school for 
juniors and infants at Broadstone Hall-rd.—T.C. 
approved: Garages for motor coaches at junc- 
tion of Houldsworth-st. and Broadstone-la., 
Reddish, for Melba Motors, Ltd. : 
works for for Eyelet Jones & Co., Lid 

Stretford.—T.C. approved : Raditions to works, 
for Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.: 


offices and 


works and works canteen at Chester-rd., for 
Gorrie’s. 

Sunderiand.—Adgitions proposed to coach 
factory for Associated Coach’ Builders, Ltd. 
(architects, Matkin & Hawkins, Barclays- 
chbrs., Fawcett-st., Sunderland). 

Swinton and Pendlebury,—Universal Metal 
Products, Lid., Langley-rd., Pendlebury, pro- 


pose extensions to works.—Rev. Earley 
proposes Church of St. Charles. 
Warrington.—E.C. propose kitchen at Hen- 
shall-av.; alterations to granaries at Mersey 
Mills.. Fairclongh-av., for. Cheshire, Shropshire 
ad North. Wales Farmers’ Supply “Association, 


Wigan.—T.C. approved factory and offices at 
Holt-st. and Woodhouse-la., for Orlit, Ltd. 

Workington.—T.C. approved layout of site for 
industrial development, Moorclose-rd., for West 
Cumberland Development Co., Lid. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes: accepted. 

M Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 

Alsager.—One block of four two-bedroom 
type houses, one block..of four three-bedroom 
type houses.and séven pairs. of 8.d. three-bed- 
room houses, for. U.D.C.: *W.. Abbotts, 136, 
Crewe-rd., Alsager, £4,264; *W. Moors, The 
Hips The Green, Scholars Green. Stoke-on- 

Trent. £8,613; and *J. ay an McEllan, Big- 
bail End, Stoke-on-Trent, £ 
ley.—30 houses at thiee ee fites, for A: D.C. 
G_ Palfreyman, 8., 36, arket-pl. : R. 
Gillatt, Woodbine House, West End, South 
Cave, nr. Beverley. 

Bishop Auckla nd.-12 houses at Glanville-rd. : 

*E. Pye & Sons, Bishop Auckiand, 
Blackburn.—54 houses at Higher Croft fae. 
for C.B. B.E.; *Leyland Construction Co., Ltd. 


Leyland, nr. Preston. 

Bolton.—60 houses at Breightmet estate, for 
CB. Housing Director: *Wm. Townson & Sons. 
Ltd:, Park 1 Saw Mills, Park Hill-st., Bolton. 

Cannock.—34 houses, for .C. W. J. Page. 
S.: *F..& V. Linford, Ltd., Park-rd., Cannock. 
£42,403. 

Carnforth—(a) Roads and sewers; (hb) 78 


houses at Kellet-rd., Highfield, for U.D.C. F 
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Holt, 8.: (a): i re ety & Wright Cathc-ot “a 
Lancaster, £9,177; (b): *E. Boak, Crag 
——— £34, 157. 


Darfield.—48 —e at North-st. extension, 
for U.D.C. C. Gray, 8.: *Hey & Murfin, Womb- 
well, £52,813. 

Droitwich.—24 houses at Ombersley 
R.D.C. Pritchard, Godwin & Clist (F. 
jdgs., . Kidderminster: P Bata 


> , *Spicers 
Ombersiey-rd., 


houses at Crowle: *George Bourne, Lid., *Alex- 
andra-av., Droitwich (in lieu of tender with- 
drawn). 

Elgin.—Nine blocks of houses at Seafield 
Lands, Bishopmill, for T.C. J. P. M. Wright 
A.M.LStruct.E., 82, High-st., — Elgin. 
*R. Hay, King-st., Elgin, £12,877; 

*W. Nicoll, So. College- ney, Elgin, 
26,260; slater : *A. C. Whyte & Co., , Cogan 
st., Glasgow, £2,246; plumber: *J. T “4 "Parkin 
son, Union-st., Aberdeen, £2,380; plasterer: 
*a. ©. Whyte & Co.; Ltd., Co ‘an-st., Glasgow, 
£3,243; electrician: *H. 8. Russell, Victoria- 
rd., Fort William, £585; glazier: *James Thow 
Ltd., George-st., Ayr, £113; painter: *John 
Bisset & Sons, Back Hilton-rd., Aberdeen, £869. 

Glasgow. — 200 houses, for Corporation : 
*Cowiesons, Ltd., £172,546 

Halesowen.—18 houses at Highfield-la.; 20 at 
Fatherless Barn ar ah and eight at Rich- 
mond-st.; for T.C.: M. Tate & Sons, Crad- 
ley, £21, i71, £22,777 pe £9,362. 

Halifax.— Nurses’ dinine: room at 


Worcester, 


General 


Hospital, for T.C. Lloyd Jones, B.E.: 
*Pickles Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Mile Thorn, 
Gibbet-st., Halifax. 


Hampstead.—24 dwellings and three lock-up 
shops at New End housing scheme, for B.C.: 
*Marshall Andrew & Co., Ltd., 31, Queen Anne’s 
Gate, 8.W.1, £34,594. 

Haitemprice.—32 houses at Bacon Garth, Cot- 
{ ‘ingbam, for U.D.C. R. G. Clark, Architect, 

ford-chbrs., Scale-la., Hull: *F. Bilton, Ltd., 
a Wineolmlee, Hull, £34,121 (subject to M.H. 
approval). 

Hendon.—i00 “ Easiform 
worth Hall estate, for B.C.: 
Son, Ltd., Mill Hill, N.W.7, 
to M.H. approval). 

uit. —Rebuilding 29 houses at Endike-la., for 
[.C. A. Rankine (A.), City ~A., Guildhall : 
*Tarran Industries, Litd., Clough- rd., Hull, 
£24,350. 

Kendal. —30 houses at Sandylands estate, for 
T.C.: *P. A. Baines & Sons, Ltd., £35,100 
(subject to M.H. approval). 

Kingsbridge.—10 pommes in five pair meets # 
Loddiswell, for R.D.C. C. Brown (A.), 
architect to R.D.C.: es. W. C. Sevbie™ : oa 
Kingsbridge, £13, 170. 

L.C.C.—For erection of 10 five-storeyed blocks 
of flats at Highbury Estate: *Unit Construc- 
i. Co. £190,200 (924 per cent. above pre-war 
tender). 

L.c.C.—For 17 blocks of dwellings on King- 
lake-st. area, Southwark :— 


** houses at Went- 
*John Laing & 
£125,679 (subject 


Basis (ii) 

(Tiled. 

dadoes in 

sculleries 

and on 

stair 

Basis (i) cases) 

£ z 
Holloway Bros. (London), 

Ltd., Wimbledon 290,298 292,203 

Rice & Son, Ltd, Lambeth... 289,219 291,347 
George Parker’ & Bone. 

Camberwell 284,755 287,286 
L. & W. Whitehead, "Ltd, 

— 282,670 285,110 
R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., 

279,155 281,095 

Hig s & Hill, Lid., Lambeth 274,208 276,250 
tgp Gaze & Sons, Ltd., 

"Wiener on-Thames ies 74,079 275,698 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., 

Westminster ... «» 265,035 266,970 

Walter Lawrence & Son, ° 

Ltd., Finsbury v4 ... 258,890 263,129 
*Holland & Hannen and 

Cubitts, Ltd., Westminster +257,002 259,646 


(tAfter correction of bona- fide errors.) 
The comparable estimate of the architect 
appointed for the scheme (Mr. Victor Wilkins) 
is £264,176. 
L.c.C.—For two blocks of 
Meridian estate :— 


dwellings on 


£ 

Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., Westminster 119,347 
George Parker & Sons, Ltd., pone 

well : 111,995 
Rowley Bros., ‘Litd., ‘Tottenham... 108,78 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Holborn 108,374 
Thomas & Edge. Ltd., Woolwich .-« 108,198 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans ... 105,763 

H. Burgess. Ltd.. Westminster ... 103,980 
eard Boot & Sons, Ltd., Kensington 103,829 
Kent & Sussex Contractors. Ltd., Erith 101,231 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 
Westminster 99,646 
Bovis Public Works, Ltd., Westminster 97,977 


*W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston- 
on-Thames ... 96,983 
The comparable estimate of ‘the director of 

housing and valuer is £100,125 
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L.c.c.—For reinstatement of 12 war-damaged 
flats at Stockwell-gdns. estate, Lambeth :— 


2 
8S. Barton & Co., Ltd., Holborn ... 9,190 
Mullen & Lumsden, "Ltd., Holborn .. 7,833 
George Parker & Sons, ‘Ltd, Camber- 
well 7,685 
J. Garrett & Sons, Lta., Wandsworth... 7,643 
M. J. Gleeson, Lid., North Cheam ... 7,635 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lambeth... 7.511 
wae & Steel, Ltd., Phornton Heath... 7,280 


H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 6,935 
Walker (Tooting), Lid., Croydon poe 6,932 
*Burnand & Pickett, Lid., Wallington... 6,676 


The comparable estimate of the director of 
housing and valuer is £6,723. 


C.C.—For seven blocks of dwellings on 


L. 
Stamford Hill (No. 2) site, Hackney :— 
Additional 
price for 
pitched — 
over pa: 
of bioek D. 
Humphreys, Ltd., £ s. d. z 
Westminster ! 153,432 17 6 — 
Richard Costain, 
Ltd., Westminster... 151,517 0 0 1,59914 2 
Patman & Fothering- 
ham, Ltd., Islington 149,834 0 0 oa 
A. T. Rowley (Lond.), 
Ltd., Tottenham ... 143,789 0 0 _ 
Taylor Woodrow Con- 
struction, Ltd., 
Southall 4 .. 135,848 0 0 _- 
Harry Neal, Ltd., 
Westminster 131,777 0 O 1,633 0 0 
Sir Robert McAlpine 
& Sons, West- 
minster 130,527 0 0 a 
Bovis Public ‘Works, 
Ltd., Westminster... 128,950 0 0 a 
*Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., 
Putney 126,400 0 O 1,550 11 10 
The Coniparable ‘estimate of the architects 
appointed for the scheme (Messrs. T. P. 


Bennett & Son) is £138,000 
L.C.C.—For three blocks ‘of dwellings on Bow 


Bridge estate :— £ 
Griggs & Son, Ltd., hy <0) 89,756 
Perrys (Ealing), Ltd., Ealing . 88,575 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham... 86,954 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Finsbury — 85,830 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Lid., West- 
minster as 84,286 
Unit Constepition “Co., “Ltd., ”“West- 
minster aad 81,940 
as Bros., Ltd., Holborn -- 80,975 
H. Burgess, Ltd. Ti hes ore cin 80,424 
He Boot & Sons, L td., Kensington zee 


*Charles S. Foster & Sons, Loughton 77,323 

The.comparable estimate of the director of 
housing and valuer is £75,449. 

Liandito.—Houses for R.D.C. R. P. Walters, 
S. 12 houses and roadworks at Flairfach; 
*Charles Thomas & Co., Liandilo, £14,560; six 
houses and roadworks at Carmel, Llanfihangel 
Aberbythich: *Lewis Davies & Sons, Peny- 
groes, Llanelly, £8,215; six houses and r. 
works at Liansawel Viliage, Liansawel: *D. A. 
Morgan, Pistyllgwyn, Capel Tsaac, Llandilo, 
£7,150; six houses and roadworks at Panty- 
bettws, Bettws: * Griffiths, Bwtrimawr, 
Bettws, Ammanford, £7,333. 
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M.0.W.—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during rome Be ended April 11:—London: Batter- 
sea C.2, temporary houses, Kirk & Kirk. 
Lid., Atlas Works, Putney, 8.W.15. Tower of 
London, casements reconstruction, John Green- 
wood, Ltd., King William-st., House, = 
st., London, E.C.4. St. Pancras, B.C. 
temporary houses, C. A. Catchpole, Lid., — 
ton House, Potters Bar, Middx. Lambeth, B.C, 
temporary houses, G. "E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., 
231, Strand, London, W.C.2. Greenwich, B.C.E, 
temporary houses, Heury Kent (Builder, lid., 
&l, Beacon- wisham, §8.E.19. ‘oalwich, 
temporary houses, Lavender, SieMitlee Ltd., 
54, Cheam Common-road, Worcester Park, 
Surrey. Berks: Harwell, new research buildings, 
W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. 
Beds: Luton, B.C./A, Aluminium houses, Davis 
Contractors, Ltd., 362, Kilburn High-rd., London, 
N.W.6. Bucks: Slough, Cellular concrete develop- 
ment, Structural and Mechanical Development 
Engineers, Ltd., No. 2, Buckingham-ave., Trading 
Estate, Slough, "Bucks. Ches: Bucklow R.D.C., 
Aluminium houses, Yarwoods (Altringham), 

-, Moss-In. Bridge, Altrincham. Durham 
Hebburn U.D.C., Arcon houses, David Glen, 


Back ueen’s-rd., Jarrow-on-Tyne. Consett 
U.D.C., Tarran houses, R. C. Williamson (Dur- 
ham), Ltd., Station Works, Rowlands Gi!l, 
Durham. Seaham U.D.C., Aluminium houses, 


Randle & Co., Ltd., Cedric Joinery Works, Sun- 
derland. Washington U.D.C., Aluminium houses, 
Henry F. Mole, Broadwood-view, Chester-le- 
Street. Spennymoor U.D.C., Aluminium houses, 
G. Stephenson, Chester-st., Bishop Auckland, Co. 
oe. Dumfriesshire: Annan, houses 
P. M. Smith & Co td., 42, Fredevick-st.. 
Edinburgh. Essex: Chingford, superstructures 
for Airey houses, Richard Costain, Lid., Polphin- 
sq., London, 8.W.1. Fifeshire:  Burntislan 
Bees houses, Andrew Orocke’ 
Halbeath-rd., Dunfermline. arkinch, Areon 
houses, bootlish Tarmacadam & Asphalte Co., 
td., 620, South-st.. Glasgow, W.4. Glam: 
Merthyr T. a C.B., Arcon houses, T. Dickenson, 
pelle bidg Tred ar, Ystradgynlais, 
R.D.C.2, pe te houses, David Davies & Son, 
litwen, Pontardawe. Gloucs: 
Wapley, installation of steam heating at sort- 
ing depot, The Brightside Foundry & Engineer- 
g Co., Ltd., 14/16, . Baldwin-st., 
Bristol, 'C.B.Con.13A 


Atcon | ae a4 
recon houses, s 

& Sons, Ltd., Hotwells, Bristol. Kent: Chat. 
ham, Central Kitchen, Shave Bros., 169, Maid- 


stone-rd., Chatham.  JZancs: Preston C.B.1, 
Arcon Houses, Brown & Jackson, 1, Elm-st.. 
Fleetwood, Lancs. Ashton- -in- Makerfield, Tarran 
houses, ‘Kearsley & Gee, Heath Row (Sawmills), 
Ashton-in-Makerfield, Lanes. St. Helens, Alu- 
minium houses, Kearsley & Gee, Heath Row 
(Sawmills), Ashton-in-Makerfield, Lancs. Black- 
pool, C.B.3, Arcon houses, Atherton Bros. (Black- 
pool), Ltd., Peter-st., Blackpool. Blackpool, 
C.B.2, Arcon houses, "Brown & Jackson, 1, Elm- 
st., Fleetwood, Blackpool. Haslingden, M.B., 
Tarran houses, W. Grindlay, Léd., Rawtenstall, 


Rossendale. Widnes nag > . Tarran h 
T. L. Rawsthorne & omen’ Speke. 
Liverpool. Brierfield sid-UD Su, Aluminium houses. 


J. H. Naylor & Son, Ltd., Celia-st., Burnley. 
Darwen B.C., housing sites, A. Brett (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., Longridge-rd., Gumsargh, Preston, 


5 | 7 
A. A. Stuart & Sons, Ltd., 2230, 
Glasgow, E.2. Mossend. Bellshill, 
by-pass, E. White, 379, 
Lanarkshire. Middz.: 


Glasgow, Aluminium houses, 
London-rd., 
formation of 
Main- st., 


Wembley B.C.Con.2, 


temporary houses, Harry Neal, Ltd., 117, Baker-- 


st., London, W.1. Twickenham, B.C.Con.i, Arcon 
houses, C. K. Davies, Estate Office, Orchard 
Estate, Shepperton-on-Thames. Northumber- 
land: Alnwick B.D.C., Arcon houses, J.G. Green 
¢ Sons, Ltd, Warkworth, Northumberland. 
Newcastle, Aluminium houses, . Jackson & 
borg Tey cneporation: st. ‘ mina Northumber- 
allsen aluminium hou 
p= Hadden & Hillman, Ltd., Ph tiee 
NewonstioenTrac 
pen of Courts, R 
Mansfield, Notts. 
Hoad 


Somersetshire: Wells, C.C.Con.1, 
ences houses, Melhuish & Saunders, Ltd., High- 
St., Wells, Somerset. Staffs: Walsall, school 
kitchen, W.B. & F. T. Archer, Holyhead Works, 
Rookery-rd.. Handsworth, Birmingham. Stir- 
lingshive: Fallin, Aluminium houses, B. Rey- 
nolds & Sons, 27, be” br Stirling. Warwick- 
shire: Alcester R.D.C. n.1A, Tarran houses, 
Geo. Linnecor & Son, Lid., 154, Newtown-row, 
Birmisgham. Nuneaton ‘Boron heme Arcon 
houses, Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., James-st., Rugby. 
Birmingham C.B., Con.17, Temporary’ houses, 
John Bowen & Sons, Ltd., George-st., Balsall- 
heath, Birmingham. Worcs: Great Malvern, 
installation of power and lighting at research 


establishment, The General Electric Maintenance 
wa (Davenport), Litd., 20, High-st., Pinner, 
I x 


Stourport U.D.C., Arcon houses, Thomas 
Vale & Sons, Ltd.. Stourport-on-Severn. YF, : 
er R.D.C., Tarran houses, Ainstey Build- 
ing Estates, Ltd., Coppergate, Yorks. gnighmond 
Borough, 1, Tarran houses, Boddy & Bell, 93, 
Parkgate, Darlington. Stockport, U.D.C.1, tem 

porary houses, J. Middleton, Ltd., 78, Hoyle- 
st. Middlesbrough, scullery and dining-room, 


PF 
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J. Proudlock, 14, Grove-rd., North Ormsby. 
kab, U.D.C.2, Tarran houses, Moorhouse & 
Barker, Lid., Thornaby-rd., Thornaby, Yorks. 

London (War Dept),—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. vie week ended April 6:— 
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will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


Yorks: Miscellaneous work, Ainsty Buildin 
Estates, Lid., York. Caernarvonshire: Miscel- 
laneous work, Jones Bros. (Penrhos). Ltd., ae 
gor. Wilts: Miscellaneous work, Hillier & 
Sons, Marlborough, Devonshire : Miscellaneous 
Wake . Coies (Contractors), Ltd., Plymoutk. 
AE eo .—50 honses, at Wideopen, for 
ube. “Direct labour. 

Middlesb pei houses at Malvern-dr, : *T. 
Duncanson & Son, Ltd., Acklam, Middlesbrough. 

Newonstlo-on-T e.—Reinstatement of Gallow- 
gate Baths for City Council: *John Craven & 
Son, 277, Two. Ball Lonnen, Newcastle. 

_;Newte wnards.—24 houses at Upper Movilla- 

for B.C.: *Amberson & Kennedy, £30,854. 

yp et —(1) 44 houses at Ferry-rd., Pem- 
broke Dock, and 50 houses at Green Meadow; 
also roads and sewer works on each site, for 
C.C.. Major ae Brace (F.), W. B, Kavanagh, 
B.Sc., A.M.I.C * Hadsphaltic Construction 
Co., Ltd., Co- eeeaieetag Albion-sq. Pembroke 
Dock, £129; 854 (94 houses, plus site works). 

Pickering.—Six houses at Croft-av., for 
U.D.C.. H. Smith, 8.: *Jaram & Son, Gladstone. 
st., Scarborough, 26,988. 

Pontefract.—134 houses. at Chequerfield 
estate, for T.C.: *Gibson Bros, (Upton), Ltd., 
£149,161. 

Ross and Whitchurch.—34 houses at seven 
sites, for K.D.C. G. E. Hardy (L ood- 
side,”” Ross-on-Wye: *Wiidsmith’. & Hurrell, Lid., 
Watery-la., Newent, Glos, 15,625 — (12); 
*Symonds & Co., Walford, Ross-on-Wye, £10,331 
(8); *W. R. Peachey & Son, Wilton, Ross-on- 
Wye, £7,800 (6); *J. Robbins & Son, Weston, 
Ross-on- Wye, £10, 076 (8). 

Scunthorpe.— —Eight houses, for T.C. Buttrick 
& Buttrick (A.), 43, Oswald-rd.: *H. A. Belton, 
High-st., Burringham, Scunthorpe. 


St. Pancras.—32 flats at Hampshire-st., for 


B.C. A. J. Thomas (F.), architect :— 

Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd, ' £75,956 
Holloway Bros. regener A Ltd. 69,567 
Dove Bros., lj ; ; ... 67,760 
Falkus Bros., Ltd. . 67,353 
C. F. Kearley, Ltd. ... i. ... 67,061 
Davis Contractors, Ltd. ... 66,637 
Holland, Hannen & Cubitts, Lid. 65,861 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd. . 65,501 
M. J. Gleeson, Ltd. 64,450 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd. 64,366 
F, R. Hipperson ’& Son 64,316 


*F. & H. F. Higgs, Lid. * station ‘Works, 
Hinton-rd., 8.E. 61,996 
(Subject to etn “of Central ’ Authorities.) 
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Stoke-on-Trent.—112 houses, for T.C. A. Bur- 
ton, City E.: *Naylor & Nutt, Somacings st., 
Tunstall, £55,680 (48); *H. “may Furlong- 
rd., Tunstall, £42,120 (38); Dickenson, 
Bond- st., £18,279 (16); *F. ee Hope-st., 
Hanley, * £11,220 (10) (all of Stoke-on-Trent). 


Sunderiand.—10 houses at Tunstall-rd., Sun- 


derland: *Stewart Bros., 10, Lambton- st., 
Sanderland. 

Teignmouth. Te houses at Hutchings- 
way, for U.D : inch, B.Sc., 


A.M.LC,E., E. te 8.: *W. J. Symons, Teign- 
mouth, £10,859 (subject to M.H. approval). 
Towcester.—238 houses on six sites, for 
K.D.C, Sir John Brown and A. E. Henson 
(F. & A.), 83, St. Giles’-st., Northampton: 
*Acme Building Co., %, York -st.; *Chowns, 
Ltd., 63, Edinburgh-rd.; *W. E. Cockerill & 
Sons, 7, Milton-st.; “Jordans, Ltd., Wantage 
Works, Chestnut-rd. ; *w. J. Richardson & Son, 
51, Liloyd-rd. ; *C. E. "Ivens & Sons, Lichborough ; 
*W. Lapper & Sons, High-st., Paulerspury ; and 


*Betts & Faulkner, High- st., Stoney Stratford 
(rest of Northampton). Combined tender at 
291,696. 


Uttoxeter.—Four houses at Weaver Lodge 
estate, for U.D.C. §S. 8. Proud, 8.: ?G. Percy 
Trentham, Ltd., Wood-la., Erdington, Birming- 
ham, 24 (extension of existing contract recom- 
mended). 

Wandsworth. — Rebuilding 14 houses and 16 
flats at Magdalen Park estate, for T.C.: *Hol- 
loway Bros., Ltd., £32,088. 

West Bridgford.—30 houses at Brierfied- x 
ie U.D.C. Dewsberry, M.Inst.M. & Cy.E 
E. & 8. Quantities 7 Gleeds & Co., 11, Park. 
row, Nottingham: Somerfield & Sons, 18, 
Seymour- rd., West Brdgiord, £34,300. 

West hse sc —Four houses: at Roseberry- 


rd,.: *W. Brazell, Ltd., Kaeburn-st., West 
Hartlepool.” 

Wirral.—12 houses at Heswall, for U.D.C. H. 
Nickson, : *H. Evanson & Co., Ltd., 323, 


Glaughton- -rd., Birkenhead. 

Worthing.—56 houses, for K.D.C.: 20 at Lanc- 
ing, #A. Clare, Lid,, £25,080; 12 at Angmering, 
*Z. Peskett & Sons, Ltd., £15.048 ; 16 at East 
Preston, *W. J. White & Sons, Ltd., £20,064; 8 
at Rustington, *W. J. White & Sons, Ltd., 


<riPe —336 houses at Carr and Acomb wee 


and at Lindsey-av., Poppleton- rd., for . 
C. J. Minter, City E. 190 houses : '*P, Bilton, 
87, Wincolmlee, £206,631; 146 houses: 


*Tarran Industries, Ltd., Ciough- rd., £165,556 


(both of Hull). 
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